
Information on the use of the library for the new Rimu classroom 
 
In 2017 HVS will have enough children to warrant an extra class. Years 3 and 4 are 
particularly large, and will have four classes - Pohutukawa, Kowhai, Rata and a new 
class; Rimu. We have been approved funding for an extra teacher, but, despite best 
efforts negotiating with the Ministry of Education for the building of a tenth 
classroom, it is clear that there will be no building happening in 2017.  
 
We would like to provide whanau with some background to the classroom situation 
to help you understand why using the library is our only option at present, and also to 
assure you that we are doing our utmost to ensure that students remain as 
unaffected as possible by the use of the library as a classroom.  
 
We have tried to anticipate and answer your questions below. Please do contact us 
though if we have not addressed your concerns.  
 
Why don't we build a new classroom?  
The school, primarily Raewyn, has been talking to the Ministry of Education for more 
than two years about our need for another classroom. Increased student numbers 
and the fact we have space to build (next to Rata) are two key factors in our favour. 
However, the Ministry has extremely limited resources for building classrooms, and 
we are competing with several other schools in the same situation (not to mention 
national pressures in areas such as Auckland & Christchurch and the cost of 
addressing leaky buildings and earthquake strengthening).The Ministry must first 
decide (mid 2017) whether given the national picture, the South Wellington area will 
need more classrooms, and then determine exactly where those classrooms should 
be. We should bear in mind the fact that the data the Ministry uses to predict student 
populations, eg census data, building applications, etc, actually indicates, after a 
2017-2019 peak, a significant fall in the number of children of primary school age in 
the Houghton Valley area.  
 
When will we know whether a new classroom is possible? 
We will have a clearer idea by the middle of 2017 as to whether or not we make the 
cut for a new classroom. Even if we are successful, approval for the 2017/18 
financial year would not mean a quick build. Whatever the decision, it is clear that 
there will be no classroom in 2017. 
 
Could we change our school zoning to limit student numbers? 
Until we know for sure that a new classroom is not possible for HVS, we will not 
pursue a re-zoning process, but this is something that may be explored further down 
the line if necessary. There would be extensive community consultation, and no 
children already attending HVS would be affected, although siblings would need to 
enrol under the ballot system.  
 
Why don’t we put a mobile classroom in the playground? 
The Ministry of Education no longer provides any funding for temporary classrooms. 
Other schools have looked into the costs of mobile classrooms/portacabins and 
found them to be prohibitively expensive.  



 
Can't we juggle the classes so that we don't need a tenth class? 
The teaching staff have spent many hours looking into all possible scenarios of 
classes for 2017. The consensus was that smaller class sizes and the class 
configuration they have come up with is the best option for the school.  
 
Won't Rimu class feel as though they are 'camping' in the library? 
Rimu will function in exactly the same way as any other classroom. A section of the 
library will be partitioned, so that Joanna can continue to work on the cataloging and 
issuing of books. Other children will not be using the library when classes are in 
progress. Some of the books on shelving will stay, and some will be removed to 
make space for a teaching work console, including whiteboard, storage, and screen 
area, and to ensure that wall space is available to display children's artworks and 
learning. The outdoor courtyard will also form part of the classroom. There will be 
more space than in some of our other rooms, and Rimu will definitely feel like a 
proper classroom.  
 
How will the library function? 
Joanna has some great ideas for ensuring the books in the library are as accessible 
and well-used as always. She will retain a display area for specific collections, and 
there will be easy access to the quick read section. There will be some careful 
scheduling to ensure that the rest of the school can use the library at times which will 
not interfere with Rimu class. Picture books will be rotated around classrooms and 
Joanna will also go 'on tour' toting books to other classrooms. We will assess the 
situation as the year progresses and make changes as needed. We are also 
considering alternative accommodation for the library, such as an on-site caravan or 
container - any ideas (or loans of caravans!) would be appreciated.  
 
Thank you for your understanding,  
 
 
HVS Board of Trustees/Principal 


