Houghton Valley School
INSPIRATION, CHALLENGE and ACHIEVEMENT

HIRINGA, WERO, WHAKATUTUKITANGA

NEWSLETTER
th

Thursday, 5 July 2018

Week 10 of Term 2

Kia ora koutou, ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,
What an amazing term we have had! We wish you all a relaxing holiday and
time for all of our sick children to get better over the break and our wonderful
staff a well earned break. We look forward to seeing you all again on Monday
23rd July.
There have been many highlights but two that stand out are - the Production
and student work. We have included a few pieces of students work to celebrate
the progress and achievement that has been made throughout the term.

Reminders


Home & School Meeting
TONIGHT 7:30pm



Fri 6 July – 10am
Farewell Lara Nemet



Fri 6 July 2:55pm
Ngaio & Mahoe Class pick
from Nikau Rm3



Fri 6 July 2:55pm
Ti Kouka & Harakere pick
from Karaka Rm4

Student Celebrations

th

th

th

Ice Mountain
Late on afternoon, Marco, Gaston and I went to the Ice Mountain. Aunty had warned us not go there, but
Marco said it was safe.
20 minutes later, we were chatting about last night’s football game, while we were on the way to the frosty
ice mountain.
Suddenly, we saw a big, dark shadow in the trees. Gaston decided to creep closer, the creature was as hairy
as a pompom. Gaston ran away.
A second later, Gaston became stuck in a puddle of mud. “Help!” Gaston screeched, as he helplessly
watched the monster approach.
Marco had a great idea, he chucked the creature some fish ‘n’ chips, oh man, my lunch, I thought, but then
I realised the monster became as calm as the deep blue skies. Marco went to pull Gaston out of the soggy
mud.
We travelled back down the Ice Mountain with our new friend Penny the Yeti. When we got home,
everyone got grounded for a whole week, except Penny! We had been lucky that no one got hurt.
Written by Jaxon

This kowhaiwhai
black white and
sunset white is
is for the dark
By Bana

art is covered with
red.The red is the
the waves and the black
deep ocean.

Lost World
In the afternoon, Sam and his girlfriend went to Jurassic Park. Their colleagues had warned them not to go
to Jurassic Park. But Sam said it was safe.
After about 5 hours, they arrived at Jurassic park. The dinosaurs were enormous! They were really excited
and amazed, dinosaurs were meant to be extinct.
They begin exploring the park with some other people in an electric car. There were so many trees.The
park was as green as seaweed.
At night, the electric fences stopped working. Suddenly, a Trex escaped. A man ran to the toilets across the
road. The T - rex destroyed everything except the toilet with the man.
All the cars were knocked over. One fell down crashing like a giant wave.The people were terrified. The
dinosaurs were loose and hungry. They called the helicopters from a nearby island.
Luckily, the helicopters arrived just in time and they were saved. Maybe Sam’s colleagues were right, the
park was dangerous. They had been lucky!
Written by Zoe

How to have an outside Nerf war with your friends.

1. Invite some of your friends over and say “Do you want to come to my place for a Nerf gun war”.
And if they say “yes” ask more of your friends.
2. If some of your friends don't have Nerf guns in the Nerf war give everyone a go with your Nerf
gun. And your friends which don't have a Nerf gun get to have a go with the Nerf guns some of
your friends had brought.
3. Then everyone gets to choose a cool Nerf name. But remember don't aim Nerf guns at people's
heads or neck or butt. You can shoot people but not close up or you will hurt them, and if you
have big Nerf gun bullets shoot from a further distance.
4. Then say “Let the Nerf war begin”. But if someone gets shot in the head or hurt, stop the Nerf
war. And help your injured friend.
5. After the Nerf war have some juice or water and some fruit if you and your friends are hungry.
If it's raining have a inside Nerf war. Also if you don't have enough space go to a park, but be
careful not to shoot anyone.
By Omara

By Vinnie

By Fred

Farewell from Lara
Tena Koutou
Tomorrow will be my last day at Houghton Valley School.
I am very sad to leave such a wonderful school community. I will cherish the many years I have worked
at Houghton Valley School and the opportunities I have been given in starting my leadership journey.
I leave an amazing team of people who have supported me over the last 15 years and value the work
they do for your tamariki.
I will miss all the wonderful children and their whānau and my colleagues who have made my learning
journey so rewarding.
E noho ra, arohanui - Lara Nemet

We wish Lara all the best for her new job. We want to thank her for all she
has done for the students here at HVS. During her time she has taught and
supported many students and their whanau and for that we thank you. You
have many skills and strengths and at the heart of all of these is your
commitment to seeing all student achieving success. Lara has also lead and
supported many teachers and support staff during her time here and is going
to be hugely missed by all of them.
We know that Miramar Central are lucky to have you and that the children
there, will now benefit from your skills.
Go well, haere ra!
Staffing Changes for Term 3
For term 3, Stephanie Bosch will be the Acting Team Leader for the Year 4-6 syndicate team while we
advertise the position to start in term 4. This permanent leadership appointment will also take over the
teaching role in Kowhai when Sophia Bridgewater leaves at the end of term 3 to have her baby.
We are currently advertising Louise’s position and expect to have someone to take over in Nikau from
Monday 6th August.
Matt Titcombe will be full time in Rata for the rest of the year and we welcome Mazlinah to Ngaio to
have two teachers in this space as our roll continues to grow.
Thank you Home and School
On behalf of all of the staff and students at HVS we want to say ‘THANK YOU’ Home and School for all of
your hard work and support. Each year the money you raise goes towards providing new equipment for
our learning and we truly appreciate it. This year we have been able to purchase new digital devices for
every class. All of our junior classes now have 6 iPads and all senior classes now have 12 chromebooks.
We have worked with students in year 5 and 6 to select new furniture for Karaka and Nikau. They have
selected some whiteboard tables, high tables, tables that can be configured into multiple ways, stools,
soft seating areas and storage solutions. These will arrive early in term 3.

Example of some of furniture but colours might be different

Property Update
During the school holidays we are having the main block recarpeted - Rooms 5, 6, 7 and 8 and the
corridor. As result of this children in Ngaio and Mahoe will be in Nikau for pick up on Friday afternoon,
Ti Kouka will be in Kowhai and Harakeke will be in Pohutukawa.
The new classroom is currently in the tendering process and we are expecting builders to be on site in
August. Once this starts we will be moving Rata (room 9) into the Hall while this building work happens.
3 Way Conferences Term 3
You can start booking in for 3 Way conferences for week 2 of term 3. We have 2 days available Tuesday
and Thursday. We are looking forward to setting new goals and identifying next steps from the mid year
reports.
You need to go to;
1
2
3

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
Click on Making a booking
Enter this code - 3whzk

Strike Action – 15th August
You may have heard in the news this week that teachers have voted to strike. They have selected
Wednesday 15th August as the date and at this time we know that school will be closed from 1.30pm4.30pm. This is all the information we have at this stage and we will share more next term.
Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,

Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal
Hvs board of trustees

We are sad to advise that Phil Walker has had to resign from the Board given his new role with the
Ministry of Education. Phil has made a great contribution to the Board over the last couple of years
and we will miss him.
The Board has decided that it would be best to select someone to replace Phil rather than run a
by-election. When selecting someone we will think about viewpoints, skills and backgrounds that
the Board needs. That person would then be on the board until the next lot of elections in the first
half of 2019. We have to give our school community notice of this intention and you have the option
to write to us within 28 days saying that you wish an election to be held instead. If 10% or more of
those entitled to vote write saying that they want an election, then we will have one. We realise that
might all sound a bit formal and complicated, but that's the Education Act! Any queries please
contact Sarah Graydon - botchair@houghton.school.nz

Swimming – term 3 – Mondays (starting week 2)
Swimming lessons for the whole school begins on Monday 31st July for nine weeks.
They will travel by bus.
Payment: The cost for the 2018 swimming programme is $55 per child. This includes transport,
pool entry and instructor costs for the 9 lessons.
We would prefer payment to be made by internet banking to the:
Houghton Valley School BOT Bank – ASB - 12-3481-0045763-00 (preferred)
Please use details below and clearly state “HVS Swimming” in particulars column and your child’s
name in “reference” column (or similar) however cash or cheque can be paid through the class pot
system.

Hvs chickens
Thanks to the small but hardworking group who came along on Sunday
morning in the cold and rain to make the chicken coop area look a bit
more loved. They are such an important feature of our school and its
nice to see them looking a bit happier in their cleaner and sparrow
proof home.
Next term with the departure of Louise - Jos and Ngaio will be taking
over looking after the chicken- with the help of some of the year 5 and
6 experts.
Thanks to all families who have loved and cared for the chickens in the
weekends and holidays. If you are keen to get involved or buy eggs contact Jos - email jos@houghton.school.nz:)

Home and school Association
Come along to our Meeting Tonight
Everyone is welcome to our Home and School meetings. They are a chance to meet some of the other
school families, hear about what is coming up and add your ideas into the mix. The next one is tonight:
7.30pm Thursday 5 July in the staff room.
Fair Co-ordinator(s) Needed
Our annual school fair is the main fundraising event for H.V.S. To make the fair a success we will need all
families to pitch in and help. With only about 16 weeks to go until the fair (October 27th) we are
desperately looking for someone to take on the role of Coordinator. The main coordinator oversees all
the different elements of the fair to ensure that everything is in place for fair day.
We also need people to take on the organising of our two biggest areas: the Food Court and the Silent
Auction. There are heaps of other key jobs too, but we need to fill these three positions ASAP to ensure
our fair can go ahead this year. Jobs can be shared, and you will be supported with written guidelines
and experienced mentors. Please contact us if you feel you have the time and skills to help.
Storage and Donations Co-ordinator Wanted
We are looking for clean dry storage near school for the fair donations we will start collecting soon. If
you have something that would be suitable, please get in touch with Megan at
homeandschoolsecretary@houghton.school.nz.
We are also looking for someone to take responsibility for transporting the donations to the storage
location on a regular basis. This can be someone different to who supplies the storage facility, or the
same. Once again - we would love to hear from you as per the contact details above.
Working Bee
We will be organising a working bee early in Term 3. Meanwhile, if anyone has building or
other practical skills and can offer a few hours to help with some larger maintenance
tasks, please let Karen know: parr.karen@gmail.com.
Entertainment Books for Sale Houghton Valley School is selling Entertainment
Books™ for a fundraiser again this year. Entertainment Books include hundreds of
discounts for activities, shops and restaurants around Wellington. The books are
$65 but there are thousands of dollars worth of discounts. To order your book online
visit: www.entbook.co.nz/ 1097k91. Please pass this link on to family and friends - our school gets about
20% from every sale. Any questions, please contact Kate (Te Maihi's mum) ph 383 5234.
HVS Home and School Association

Road patrol – term 3 – parent supervisors
We would like to get the Term 3 road patrol roster sorted before the end of this term so
we can get straight into it in the first week.
Are you able to assist with parent supervision in the afternoon? (teachers do the
morning).
You would be required from 2.55pm until 3.10pm - all weathers :)
Please contact peter@houghton.school.nz if you can help - thnx. Thanks to all those parents who have
helped out this term. It's really appreciated. Peter Holmstead - Road Patrol Coordinator
Term 3 events
Monday

Tuesday

Week 1
rd
th
23 -27 July

Start of
Term 3- 9am

Week 2
th
rd
30 -3 August

SWIMMING
STARTS

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Te-hui-a-kura at
2:15pm

Goal Setting

Goal Setting

Te-hui-a-kura at
2:15pm
Farewell Assembly for
Louise

Week 3
th
6th-10 August

HVS School Terms Dates for 2018
rd

th

Term 3 - Mon 23 July to Fri 28 Sept
th

th

Term 4 - Mon 15 Oct to Thurs 20 Dec

Community notices
Houghton Valley Forest Restoration - Working Bee Sunday 8 July 10am - 1pm The area between Houghton
Valley School and the Playcentre used to be covered in giant native trees until it was deforested for
farmland. Pest weeds like blackberry, old mans bed and ivy then dominated the area until recently. Over the
past few weeks the WCC has cleared the weeds and various volunteer groups have come in to plant over 700
native trees including some big giants like Totara, Kahikitea and Rewa Rewa.
We have another 100 trees to be planted into this beautiful area which is sunny and sheltered from the
winds. Please come along on Sunday 8th July and help out with the last of the planting. You will need to bring
gloves, boots, and if you have grubbers, forks or rakes bring these although we have some spare. There is some
rubbish to be picked up too.
This is a special area for the school and community - please come and help out restoring it to its natural beauty.
Feel free to contact Siobhan on 021 578 654 otherwise if you can make it look forward to seeing you there.
INSTEP DANCE STUDIO Taking new enrolments for term 3. Classes in ballet, jazz and contemporary for ages 3-18
years. FREE TRIAL CLASSES AVAILABLE. For more information visit www.instepdancestudio.co.nz
To enrol or book a free trial class contact us at instepdance@hotmail.com
Bee Healthy Dental Clinic
Ezlunch.co.nz
Ezlunch.co.nz

•

Thursdays

•

Fridays

•

•

•

0800 825 583

Sushi – go online to www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order
Pita Pit – go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Kelly Club After School Care • Genevieve - Cell 022 010 9981 or email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz

Houghton Valley School Website: www.houghton.school.nz Ph: 939-3318
Principal Email: principal@houghton.school.nz

School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz

