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INSPIRATION, CHALLENGE and ACHIEVEMENT
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Thursday, 1 November 2018

Week 3 of Term 4

Kia ora koutou, ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,

Whiria te tangata
Weave the people together
AMAZING FAIR AND COMMUNITY
Ka mau te wehi! An amazing fair, an awesome community,
and a fantastic event that weaves our community together!

Reminders
 HV School Athletics Fri 2 Nov –
Bottom Field 9:30am to 2:30pm
nd

Check the website
www.houghon.school.nz

On behalf of the staff and students, we would like to say a BIG thank you to everyone who worked at,
prepared or organised items/things for our School Fair on Saturday. We would like to make a special
mention to Karen Parr for all her hard work coordinating a fantastic event! We also want to
acknowledge all of the other amazing fair organisers, the volunteers, community supporters, stall
holders, the entertainers, all those who worked tirelessly behind the scenes and especially all the
whanāu, friends, HV community and kaitautoko who came along to contribute to our fundraising efforts
and made the day such a huge success. We were lucky the rain didn’t start until later in the morning.

Teachers Strike Update
As you may have heard in the media there will be another teachers strike on 16 November. We will
need to close the school that day. We realise that this causes disruption to our students and families but
hope that you understand the reasons behind it. Here is further detail in a statement from NZEI.
New Zealand’s principals and primary teachers have just voted about what to do to get government
action on the current crisis in recruiting and retaining teachers.
We’re agreed - we can’t in good conscience accept the Government’s latest collective agreement offer
because it does not begin to address the crisis.
We have therefore voted for an unprecedented second strike, to be held next month. There will be
nationwide rolling strikes over a week, and our region will be striking on 16th November.
Our school will be closed on that date. While we regret the inconvenience we know this will cause, we
need to send a clear message to the Government that we are standing strong for our students.
Already children’s education is suffering because of the difficulty in recruiting teachers and relievers,
and we must take bold steps to turn this around. The Government recently announced a $5.5 billion
surplus, so there is no reason to make our children wait while the situation deteriorates further.
Through our union, NZEI Te Riu Roa, we are asking for:


Smaller classes, so our children can get more one-on-one attention



More resources and staffing to adequately support children with additional learning needs – this
will benefit all children because teachers will be freed to spend more one-on-one time with
every student



A significant increase in teachers’ salaries so that they are properly valued for their qualifications
and responsibilities, and as a country we can recruit and retain teachers.

We appreciate your continued support on this important issue. For more information, please go to
http://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/time/ or talk with your child’s teacher.
Start Time for Students
We have got students arriving to school at 8.00am which is too early. Classrooms are
open for students from 8.30am so teachers can prepare for the day. We appreciate your
support.

Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,
Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal

A big welcome in Ngaio class to:



Willow Wylie

HVS School Terms Dates for 2019
Term 1 - Monday 4th February - 12th April
Term 2 - Monday 29th April - 5th July
Term 3 - Monday 22nd July - 27th September
Term 4 - Monday 14th October - 18th December
(We will have one teacher only day in here too)

BOT update
School Charter Review
Thank you to everyone who filled out the online survey on the school charter review, and contributed to
the discussion board at the school fair. The Board is now reviewing all the responses and will be putting
a new draft charter together over the next couple of weeks.
The discussion board will be around until the end of the week if you want to add anything - it is just
inside the main door.
For the next stage in the process, the Board will be hosting an evening session to present the draft
Charter and provide a final opportunity for you to provide feedback. Pizza and movies will be provided
for our tamariki, and we’d like to invite all parents to bring a small plate to share, see how the Charter is
shaping up, provide your comments and then have an opportunity to chat to teachers, Board members
and other parents. This will happen in mid-November, date TBC. We’d love to see you there.
Fair
Huge thanks from the Board to everyone who helped out in the lead up to the fair and on fair day itself.
Despite the weather, it was yet another huge success. Special thanks to Karen Parr and all those who
played key coordination roles. We’re very lucky to have such an engaged school community!
Teachers' Strike
There will be a further teachers' strike on Friday 16 November. The school will be closed on this date.
We appreciate that this is disruptive, especially where parents may have to take time off work or make
childcare arrangements. However, the Board recognises and respects the staff's right to strike too seek
better pay and conditions. If you have any questions or concerns please do approach a Board member
or the Principal.
HVS Board of Trustees

Hvs sports
Please read the HVS website www.houghton.school.nz
@ 7am tomorrow morning for an UPDATE on Athletics
Athletics Celebration
The whole school is focusing on running, jumping and throwing for the start of term 4.
We will be having a celebration day on the Friday 2nd Nov from 9.30am -2.30pm.
Athletics Preparation – please make sure your child has a hat, drink bottle and applied
sunscreen when they come to school. Please make sure your children have clothes and shoes that make
it easy to participate in these activities. Parents be prepared to help the teachers.
HVS Athletics Rotation
Time/Event

HJ

LJ

Sprints

Fun
Games

Quoits

Vortex

Rest

Meet on bottom field in year groups?
9.30am
10.00am
10.30am

Jnr 1

Jnr 2

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6 800m
Run

Y6

Jnr 1

Jnr 2

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5 800m
Run

Y5

Y6

Jnr 1

Jnr 2

Y2

Y3

Y4

Morning Tea
11.30am
12.00pm

Y4

Y5

Y6

Jnr 1

Jnr 2

Y2

Y3

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

Jnr 1

Jnr 2

Y2

Lunch
1.35pm
2.05pm

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

Jnr 1

Jnr 2

Jnr 2

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

Jnr 1

RELAYS

Dates to Diary for Term Four





Houghton Valley Athletics Celebration Friday 2nd November
Southern Zone Athletics Newtown Stadium Thursday 8th Nov (PP Thursday 15th Nov)
Interzone Athletics Newtown Stadium Tuesday 27th November
Regional Athletics Newtown Stadium Tuesday 4th December (PP Thursday 7th Dec)

If you have any stories or photos at sports-related events that we can use in the newsletters and are
happy to share them with everyone else, please e-mail me on matt@houghton.school.nz.

Home and School information

From the Fair Co-ordinator
What a great fair day - Nga mihi koutou!
In spite of poor weather, the fair was buzzing and there has been some really positive feedback from
those there. The reason our fair is so special is because of the hundreds of people; children, whanau
and the local community, who give their time and energy to the event. A massive CONGRATULATIONS
to everyone who helped. From a fundraising perspective, initial calculations indicate that the overall
takings on the day were only slightly down on previous years, despite the rain, so that is good news. We
won't have a final tally until all expenses have been paid, so please get any outstanding claims in as soon
as possible. It was a fabulous day - a fantastic Houghton Valley effort!
Next Home and School Meeting
Come along next week to our Home and School Association meeting on Thursday 8 November. It’s at
7.30pm in the school staffroom. We’ll be having a debrief from recent events (fair and disco) and start
looking at future events. We’ll love you input.
A BIG Thank You to Everyone involved in Pulling the Fair Together and Delivering an Outstanding Event
On behalf of the Home and School Association, we’d like to give a great big shout out to our amazing fair
coordinator and her incredible team of coordinators. Every element of the fair was delivered to an
exceptional standard and in wonderful spirits. Thank you. And also to all the parents and the local
community who helped out on the day, donated items and came along to make the 2018 fair a very
special day - thank you.

Photos of Fair Day

Term 4 events
Monday

Tuesday

Week 3
th
nd
29 -2 Nov

Wednesday

Thursday

Early Bird Inspire
Photo ORDERS
CLOSED

Week 4
th
th
5 Nov – 9 Nov

Friday
HVS
Athletics
9:30am-2:30pm

Southern Zone
Athletics
==================
Home & School
Meeting 7:30pm

Week 5
th
th
12 Nov – 16 Nov
Week 6
th
rd
19 Nov – 23 Nov
Week 7
th
th
26 Nov – 30 Nov

Interzone
Athletics

Year 5 and 6 Camp at El Rancho, Waikanae

Week 8
rd
th
3 Dec – 7 Dec

Marine Reserve
Trip – Whole
school

Week 9
th
th
10 Dec – 14 Dec
Week 10
th
th
17 Dec – 20 Dec

School Reports
go Home
Last Day of Term
Finishing at 12:30pm

Community notices
Calling all Crafty Children
Koru hub – gifts & wellbeing in Island Bay - is having a community market day on Saturday, November
17th 10-2pm. As part of this we will have a table set up where children can sell things they have made.
If you would like to find out more about this email Emma at info@koruhub.co.nz
ISLAND BAY SCHOOL FAIR
This Saturday 3 November 11am - 2pm.
Cake stall, sweets, food market and coffee. Second-hand books, toys, white elephant and
clothing. Carnival games and kids disco! Plus NEW this year a specially designed MONEY BOOTH with
$1000 up for grabs! Buy a $5 ticket to put go in the draw to be 1 of 3 Cash Grabbers. Tickets available at
the Island Bay School Office (Mon-Fri) or on Fair Day. See you there!

Bee Healthy Dental Clinic
Ezlunch.co.nz
Ezlunch.co.nz

•

Thursdays

•

Fridays

•

•

•

0800 825 583

Sushi – go online to www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order
Pita Pit – go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Kelly Club After School Care • Genevieve - Cell 022 010 9981 or email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz

Houghton Valley School Website: www.houghton.school.nz Ph: 939-3318
Principal Email: principal@houghton.school.nz

School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz

