
Reminders 

 Fri 22
nd

 Feb – Powhiri for new 
 families 9:15am 

 Fri 22
nd

 Feb – Meet the Staff  
 Picnic 5:30pm 

 Wed 27
th

 Feb – Home & School 
Meeting in the staffroom 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kia ora koutou, ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,  

Kia ora te whanau o Haewai 

WOW! What a fantastic week we have had here at Te kura o Haewai. It was fantastic to see so many parents 
and whanau at our Parent Information Evening on Tuesday night. We really value the relationships we have 
with our whanau and these partnerships are vital in supporting our tamariki in their learning. 

I would like to acknowledge the staff for all of their work in making this 
a successful evening.   

If you weren’t able to come we will have put the 3 presentations on the 
website so you can see what was discussed. If you have any questions 
don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 

We have also had Library week to celebrate having the library back as a 
library. Joanna has been busy promoting the ways in which you can use 
the library and sharing her knowledge and enthusiasm for reading. You 
may have noticed the quotes from books all around the school. Thanks 

Joanna for the joy you bring to reading, books and using a library! 
 

Te Matatini 2019 
On Wednesday afternoon we had a Mihi Whakatau for Te Taha Tu 
from Tamaki Makaurau. They are competing in Te Matatini on Friday 
morning at 11.58am. 

They performed 4 waiata/haka for us which was very special. Siofra 
and Matilda did the karanga for us and Felix the whaikorero. They did 
us proud and our manuhiri were impressed. 

Thank you Whaea Monnie for organising this amazing opportunity for 
our kura. Nga mihi nui! 
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They are using our school as their practice base before they perform tomorrow. You may have seen or heard 
their amazing singing through the valley. They will be at school again this afternoon.  

They are happy for people to come and watch but ask that there is no filming as they need to keep their 
performance confidential from the other competitors. 

Swings - Let the fun begin 
Our swings were installed yesterday and are being enjoyed by everyone. There was a very long line 
of excited children yesterday at lunchtime as they got their first opportunity to try them out. 

A huge thank you to Home and School(Fair money) for your contribution to these and to Karen Parr for getting 
a $3000 grant from Lion Foundation. This is a much wanted item for our playground. 

 

 

Our students have come up with ways for everyone to enjoy and stay safe on the swings: 
 

For your safety: 

 Only one person on the single swings at a time.  

 You need to be seated while swing 

 2-4 people on the basket swing 

 Children waiting to do this outside the bark area 

 Pushing only on the basket swing 
 

For sharing: 

 Up to 3 minutes per turn on all of the swings 

 2-4 children on the basket swing at a time 

 Be fair and kind to others 

 Thank you Sarah 
On behalf of the students, staff and school community, we would like to acknowledge and 

thank Sarah Graydon for her tireless work over the past 3 years as Chairperson of the HVS BOT. 

The time and commitment she has given to our kura and tamariki is truly special. Tino pai rawa Sarah. (Sarah 

will remain on the BOT but just stepping down from the Chair role). 

 



Meet the staff Picnic: Friday 22nd February at 5.30pm 

Come and meet the staff, other parents and whanau. Let’s kick off the year with some 
food ‘n fun!  

Bring a rug, some picnic kai or takeaways. Please remember, as this is a whanau event with children,  
there is no alcohol. (check the HVS website for postponement due to weather) 

Reminder for the Beginning of the Year: 

 Children are welcome at school from 8.30am. Before this time teachers and staff 
are busy preparing for the day and aren’t responsible for our tamariki until 8.30am. We 
appreciate your support with this 

 The carpark is not for parents and whanau between 8.00-4.00pm so we would appreciate you don’t 
enter this space or park in here as it is a main entrance for our children. Last year we had some 
dangerous situations due to people pulling in and turning around 

 We wear sun hats in terms 1 and 4 - Proper sun-hats with brims or legionnaire caps with backflaps (we 
sell school hats from the office for $18) 

 School newsletter will be fortnightly this year. You can expect them on the odd weeks of the term. 

Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,       Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal 

 

A big welcome in mahoe class to: 

   Olive Wynands         Freda Wallace 

  

 Louis Podmore-Clough 
 

 

 

Board update 2019 

Board Update 
Susan Hall has taken on the role of chair of the board - thanks Susan! All of the 
current and past Board members are very grateful to Sarah who has worked really 
hard and done a sterling job as chair. Thankfully Sarah is staying on the Board! 

We are also really pleased to welcome Angela Williams to the Board, taking the 
position left vacant by Anya when she and her whanau moved north.   

Ange is a Playcentre veteran of 8 years and is excited to be contributing to our school.  Together with her 
partner Erena, she has three children at Houghton Valley School - Florence in year four (Nikau), Agnes in year 
two (Ti Kouka), and Ned in year one (Mahoe).  

Ange works as a lawyer whilst juggling a busy family and enjoys running and surfing in Lyall Bay, and 
embarking on family adventures whenever possible.  
 
 

Hvs facebook page 

 

Those of you that didn't know, we have a facebook page called 'Houghton Valley School' that 
you can also see updates with. Click "like" and "follow" to join. 
https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/ 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/


Positive behaviour for learning - Pb4l - update 

Kia ora Koutou Haewai Whanau 

I have the privilege of leading Positive Learning for Behaviour (PB4L) at HVS in 2019 
along with the very talented PB4L team, which includes Monica Mercury and Fiona 
Crossett. In a nutshell, PB4L is an internationally recognised framework that 
promotes positive behaviour and learning amongst all students by explicitly teaching 
and encouraging this in a consistent manner across the school. Cornerstones of the 

programme are data-gathering, consistency of practice and a systems approach to managing behaviour across 
a school. I am deeply passionate about PB4L and have witnessed first-hand the profound impact it can have 
on positively shaping the entire culture of a school. 

Both the staff and the PB4L team have been hard at work this term developing our PB4L programme to align 
with the new School Charter. We have aligned the original HAEWAI Values Of Happy, Active, Wondering, 
Achieving and Inclusive with the terms “Caring, Exploring, Inspiring Together” from the charter. 
Consequently, Caring, Exploring, Inspiring Together are now the driving terms for our HVS School Values. 
Moreover, we have retained the word HAEWAI as it unique to school's identity and combined this with the 
new charter words to arrive at  HAEWAI Kids are Caring, Exploring, Inspiring Together. 

Furthermore, we are using  Caring, Exploring, Inspiring Together to create a new behaviour matrix that is 
more succinct and manageable to use when teaching PB4L in our classrooms. There are other exciting 
developments a foot that I will update you on in the next newsletter. 

Nga mihi  Ben Gittos/Matua G 
 

Sustainability Update  

All classes are enjoying Sustainability lessons with Jill. The first focus has been to review what we 
know already about Sustainability. Our senior school students can draw upon environmental 
learning experiences since they began at HVS. However it’s apparent that so many of our 
students are aware of reducing and reusing waste and caring for nature. They were able to 
remind each other of the sustainable items we created and sold at the fair last year, our zero 

waste station, our environmental themed Production and much more. 

We have been reviewing our school environmental responsibilities. The Junior Syndicate will be sowing seeds, 
looking after the Butterfly garden and chickens. The Middle Syndicate are conducting a waste audit of their 
lunch items, so in our next newsletter they will have some information to share. They will be caring for the 
compost, worm farms and lost property. The Senior Syndicate will continue to manage the Recycling Centre 
and Paper4Trees. Jill Holmstead 

From the Library … 

Scholastic Book Club 

The brochures were sent home last week and the last day for ordering is Sunday,  
24 February.  Please follow the payment method No.1 (LOOP orders) in the back of the 
brochure.  All orders and payments are done online.  Books should arrive at school for 
distribution within 2 weeks.  If they are a gift, tick the 'Gift' option on your order, or email me 
and I'll hold them for a parent to collect.  Thank you for your support. Joanna 

 

Cleaner position available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our school cleaners is moving on and we are looking for her replacement in as soon as possible.  

The position is about 10 hours a week, Monday-Friday. Very occasionally the position requires  
the successful applicant(s) to perform a full school clean - typically about 5 hours after 3 pm. There is the 
possibility of increased hours. Hours can be flexible to accommodate study or family needs.  

This good be a great after school/university job.  Please feel free to me at - principal@houghton.school.nz" 

 

mailto:principal@houghton.school.nz


Home and school association 

Come along to the first Home and School meeting next week! 
Did you know the new swings, the flying fox and maintenance of the cycle track (among many things) are all in 
place thanks to the fundraising efforts of Home and School? Every year we host several events that are not 
only great fun but benefit the entire school community.  

We’d love to see parents come along to the first meeting of the year and hear what we’re up to and how to 
get involved. We’ve also got new deputy Treasurer and Chair roles for parents keen to get ease into the 
Committee. 

Hope to see you there on Wednesday 27 February at 7.30pm in the school staff room. 

 
The Great HVS Cookbook 
We are putting together a cook book of the recipes that our community use as a school 
fundraiser.  The intention is to include healthy meals that produce zero waste (or as near as 
possible) and are family friendly. 

As well as a request for recipes, we are looking for photographs of food, gardens and local 
scenes to illustrate it.  The intention is to give a snapshot of our valley showing the characters that live here 
through the way we eat. 

We would love you to send us your favourite recipes, which really should be shared, by the 8th March 
to seminalfilms@gmail.com.  Please include a couple of sentences about the origin of your recipe and why you 
like it.  For any queries ask Kirsten Puddick or Johanna Sanders  

Hvs T-shirt orders 

T-Shirt Order 
We have had a lot of children and parents asking about school t-shirts so we are going to be doing a t-shirt 
order on Monday 25th February (they take 2 weeks to arrive). If you would like one can you let us know by 
completing the form below or email admin@houghton.school.nz 
 

 
 

mailto:seminalfilms@gmail.com
mailto:admin@houghton.school.nz


Term 1 events 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 3 
 

18
th
-22

nd
 February 
 

BOT Meeting 

Library Week – to 
celebrate having our 
library back – more 

information to 
follow 

 
 
 

Whanau 
Information 

Evening –further 
details above 

  Powhiri for new 
Tamariki and kaiako at 

9:15am in hall 

 
School Picnic – meet the 

staff @ 5:30pm 
 

Sun 24
th

 Feb Scholastic 
Book Orders CLOSE 

Week 4 
 

25
th
-1

st
 March 
 

PAT tests for 
students in  

Year 3-6 throughout 
the week 

 Home and 
School Meeting 

7:30pm in 
staffroom 

  

Week 3 
 

4
th
-8

th
 March 

   TWoA - Te 
Reo Maori 

classes start 
5.30pm in the 

library 

 

 

Kelly club at Houghton valley school 

Come and join us in the hall for our After School Care (2.55pm-
6.00pm). We offer exciting sessions focused around sports, cooking, 

art and craft activities, as well as structured ‘free-time’. Next week 
our theme for the week is ‘Lights, Camera, Actions’ where we will be 

making Harry Potter themed slime, making our own mini SpongeBob’s and baking delicious 
Frozen themed cookies and much more. For more information on what offer or to book, 

please visit our website https://www.kellyclub.co.nz/houghton-valley or contact Genevieve 
on 022 010 9981 or houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz. 
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Community notices 

Come and play football with us!  Wellington United Junior Football Club is a thriving club based in Newtown.  We offer 
football to children from 5 years onward.  Registrations are now open for the winter 2019 season.  Please visit our 
website www.wellingtonunited.org.nz for more information or email wellingtonunitedjuniors@gmail.com.  Our main 
team trials are on the weekend of 23/24 February – players must be registered to trial. 

BIGAIR Gym Children in Wellington are learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at BIGAIR 
Gymnastics classes! Children develop strength, flexibility, balance, proprioception, plus pride and self-confidence as 
they achieve new skills. BIGAIR's GYMNASTICS, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING & TRAMPOLINE classes are great for fun and 
fitness! We focus on safety, technique, basic skills, through to more advanced skills such as summersaults and twisting. 
CHEERLEADING is perfect for children who love to Dance, Stunt and Tumble. To find out more, please call Bigair Gym 
Owhiro Bay on 3838779 or email <mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz> wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz. 

Join in the fun at Island Bay Pippins. Being a Pippin with GirlGuiding NZ is a very 
popular choice for 5 and 6 year old girls.  We welcome all girls interested to join our Unit in Island Bay at St 
Hilida's Church from 6-7pm on a Tuesday night during the school term.  If you have a 5 or 6 year old daughter who 
would like to have fun then contact Dianna on phone: 04 3837518 or 
email meates21@gmail.com or www.girlguidingnz.org.nz  
 

Marrzipan Good news! It’s not too late to join Marrzipan! We are looking for some awesome students to fill some parts 
in our play, which we will be performing for parents and their peers at the end of term. Marrzipan is a New Zealand 
renowned self-confidence programme aimed at bringing out the absolute best in students. Come along to a Trial Lesson 
and see whether you like it! You can sign up for one directly via our website www.marrzipandrama.co.nz (we have 
contact numbers on there too, should you prefer to talk to a human!) 

Kelly Club After School Care & Holiday Programmes 

• Genevieve Programme Co-ordinator -  Cell 022 010 9981 or  email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz  

Bee Healthy Dental Clinic    •  0800 825 583 

Ezlunch.co.nz   •   Thursdays   •  Sushi – go online to www.ezlunch.co.nz  before 9am to order 

                •  Fridays  •    Pita  Pit – go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order 

Houghton Valley School Website: www.houghton.school.nz  Ph: 939-3318 

Principal Email:   principal@houghton.school.nz     School Office Email:  admin@houghton.school.nz         

http://www.wellingtonunited.org.nz/
mailto:wellingtonunitedjuniors@gmail.com
mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:meates21@gmail.com
http://www.girlguidingnz.org.nz/
http://www.marrzipandrama.co.nz/
mailto:houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz
http://www.ezlunch.co.nz/
http://www.ezlunch.co.nz/
http://www.houghton.school.nz/
mailto:principal@houghton.school.nz
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