Houghton Valley School
Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together

Newsletter

Thursday, 7th March 2019

Reminders
 Fri 8 March – Beach Trip if fine
th

 Fri 15 March 9:15am – Hui/Assembly
th

 Tues 19 March 6:30pm – Digital Info
Session Year3-6
th

Week 5 of Term 1

 Wed 27 March - Home&School AGM
th

Kia ora koutou, ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,
Kia ora te whanau o Haewai
The classrooms have been buzzing along for the past two weeks. There is a lot of exploring and inspiring going
on. Have a look at a few things that have happened in our fantastic classes:

Students in Mahoe being archaeologists. Discovering the dinosaurs in the ice.

Work from Pohutukawa, Room 1

Artwork from Rooms 4, 9 and 10

Digital Technologies - Student Agreements
Last week the Year 3-6 students were given their Digital Technology Agreements to bring home. Thank you to
everyone who have already returned it. We are currently reviewing how we use devices to support and
enhance our learning programmes. As part of this will be running information sessions for parents and
whanau so that you can see what we are doing and why.
The first session is on Tuesday 19th at 6.30pm The focus is on how we use digital technologies.

Beach Trip - check the school website www.houghton.school.nz
We have our fingers crossed that we will go but the weather isn’t looking good and the weather
forecast looks terrible. We will put a notice on the front page of the website to let you know if the
trip is on or off. The weather might make it obvious as well.
Unfortunately, if we can’t go tomorrow, we won’t be able to reschedule another date this term.

Hui (Assembly) Friday 9.15am
This year we are going to hold our Te Hui a kura (assembly) on Friday mornings from 9.15am-10.00am, every
even week. These will be run by buddy classes:


Week 6 (15th March) Karaka and Nikau



Week 8 (29th March) Rata and Ti Kouka



Week 10 (12th April) Kowhai and Mahoe

Paid Union Meetings
On Tuesday 19th and Thursday 21st March afternoons we will have some staff attending NZEI Paid Union
Meetings as part of the collective agreement negotiations process. We will remain open and classes will be
combined for these two afternoons. If you have any queries please email me on
principal@houghton.school.nz

Te Reo Maori Classes
Te Wananga o Aotearoa te reo Maori classes start tonight at 5.30pm in the school library. This is for the
people who enrolled last year. We look forward to seeing you today.
Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,

Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal

A big welcome in mahoe class to:



Harry Adams

Lost Property
The blue lost property bin in now located in
the corridor to the school hall. Please check
this regularly as we seem to have a lot of
clothes in the bin and it is only week 5.
Naming clothes would be helpful.

Board elections 2019
2019 is an election year for school trustees. We understand that asking people to put their hand up
and stand for election is difficult, especially if parents aren’t really clear on what the role entails!

Find out about becoming a trustee
New Zealand School Trustees Association are offering a new programme, Kōrari, which is designed to
recognise the experience of existing trustees and help to encourage potential new trustees to come
and find out what it really means to serve on a school board.
People who want to understand what school governance looks like can come along and find out more.
A hui will be facilitated by a regional adviser from NZSTA who will talk about the reality of being a
trustee, the support and training that is available and encourage existing trustees to tell their story.
The Hui will be held at Wellington High School on Monday 1st April at 6pm. NZSTA will provided
refreshments.
If you are interested in becoming a school trustee we encourage you to come along. Please RSVP
using this link if you ARE attending: https://goo.gl/forms/MBa8fFYExKC1N7YS2

Pay Equity for Women
This Friday the 8th March is Pay Equity International Women's Day.
You can wear black and white clothing to support this.

From the Library …
This week I'd just like to share a message from the NZ Book Council's latest newsletter:
"Literature has long been prized for building empathy: it breaks down barriers of gender, class,
race and age and can provide a powerful tool for connecting with other humans, and importantly,
exploring our own minds."
I think that's a powerful reminder for us all to make time in our busy lives to read.
Happy reading!
Scholastic Book Club:
All books ordered on-line have arrived. Please ensure children have a clean bag to put their books
in so they arrive home 'as new'. Thank you for your support.
Joanna

Positive behaviour for learning – Pb4l - update
We have been making fabulous progress with developing the PB4L programme at our school so far
this year. On Tuesday the staff reviewed and amended a draft of the new PB4L Matrix, which is
aligned to our school charter. An amended copy of this draft is attached. We welcome all feedback
that you may have to offer on the new draft matrix. Please email feedback to me (ben@houghton.school.nz).
We will also get feedback from the students on what they think of the new Matrix. Additionally, we are also
starting to look at our school wide reward system, which will be our next major focus once the Matrix has been
finalised.
HAEWAI KIDS
ARE...

Me

Our people

Our place

Caring
*Happy
*Achieving
*inclusive

*Greet people and smile
*Use manners
*Help and be kind to others
*Respect others’ personal space.
*Look after our own property and
take care of it.
* Respect ourselves and take care
of our property.
*let someone know when things are
not ok.

* Interact positively with my peers
* Be polite, respectful and caring in all school
situations
*Show active listening.
*Share our equipment and time with others.

*Look after our school by picking up
our rubbish and recycling.
*Limit our use of plastic and the
plastic we bring to school.
*Respect our school property and
equipment by taking care of it.

Exploring
*Active and
Wondering

*Ask questions when I am curious.
*Make the most of opportunities
provided to me, and take risks in
my learning
*show an open mind when
exploring new things

*Understand and respect other people's
ideas and opinions even if they are different
than my own.

*Learning about all the spaces in our
place. By observing and taking action.

Inspiring
*Engaged

*Lead by example
*Look for the next challenge.
*Setting goals: what are my next
learning steps.
Reflect on what I have already
done.
*Always doing my best. Give things
a go.

*Encouraging others to do their best.
*Involve people in my learning
*Celebrating others successes

*Being a good role model in all areas
of our environment and in our wider
community.

Together
*Inclusive

*Use respectful language
*Actively participating and
contribute in all activities.

*Share with others
*Involve others in my learning

*Celebrate that we are all unique in
our school environment.
*Celebrate and respect the identity of
all cultures.

*Learning the importance of respecting
these spaces..

Sustainability Update
Year 3 & 4 Waste Inquiry
Year 3 and 4 are learning about Waste this term. To start off we have completed a waste audit with our
lunchboxes. After lunch everyday the classes collected the food waste and other waste from their lunchboxes.
On Thursday we got together as a big group to see what we had collected.
First the teachers emptied out all the 'other waste.' Michelle and Matua G sorted out the waste into groups
and the students drew and wrote down what they saw. They made lots of good observations like that there
was not much plastic glad wrap or yogurt tubs. There was a lot of paper towels, chippie bags and muesli
wrappers. There were quite a lot of squeeze yogurt tubes.
Next the teachers tipped out all the food waste and Matua G sorted that into groups. Again the students
made lots of good observations. They noticed things like there were lots of crusts from sandwiches and that
there were quite a lot of half eaten pieces of fruit and vegetables. The students began to think about why this
might be?
We are now learning about what waste is, where it goes and what we can do to reduce waste at our school.
We will be heading off to the landfill next week to learn more about where the waste we throw into our
rubbish bins go.
Stephanie, Ben, Michelle and Jill H

Home and school association
Home and School meetings are open to all parents. Meetings are generally scheduled for the last Wednesday
of the month during term time. The meetings are a great opportunity to find out more about what is going on
in the community, and how you can get involved if you wish - we would love to see you there! It was great
seeing some new faces at our last meeting.
If at any time you want to find out more about Home and School; please contact one of the e-mails in the
below section on the AGM (and it doesn’t have to be because you are interested in a role).
Home & School AGM Coming Up - Wednesday 27th March 2019
The Home and School AGM is just three weeks away. This is where we review the year, including the finances,
and hold the annual Officer Elections at the AGM. This time we are introducing some new roles: deputy Chair
and deputy Treasurer as a chance to learn the ropes before taking over the role towards the end of the
year/early next year.
If you are interested in any of the roles you can contact: Ian at homeandschoolchair@houghton.school.nz,
Kevin at homeandschooltreasurer@houghton.school.nz, or Megan at
homeandschoolsecretary@houghton.school.nz
Parent Classroom Reps
We are looking for a parent representative for each classroom. It would be up to you what you make of the
role but the main idea is to help build the relationships between the classroom parents. This would involve
welcoming new parents who start at HVS and could involve organising catch-ups for the parents to get to
know each other. We’ve heard of this being successfully run in other schools.
We have had some parents already volunteer to be the parent representatives for Rata, Harakeke and
Karaka (thanks!). If you are interested for any of the other classes; please contact Megan at
homeandschoolsecretary@houghton.school.nz.
The Great HVS Cookbook
We are putting together a cook book of the recipes that our community use as a school
fundraiser. The intention is to include healthy meals that produce zero waste (or as near as
possible) and are family friendly.
As well as a request for recipes, we are looking for photographs of food, gardens and local
scenes to illustrate it. The intention is to give a snapshot of our valley showing the characters that live here
through the way we eat.
We would love you to send us your favourite recipes, which really should be shared, by the 8th March
to seminalfilms@gmail.com. Please include a couple of sentences about the origin of your recipe and why you
like it. For any queries ask Kirsten Puddick or Johanna Sanders

HVS sports – winter netball Term 2 and 3
Winter Netball - Year 5 and 6 netball is played at EBIS on Saturdays in Term 2 and 3 part of the Motu
Kairangi Netball league. The year 5/6 play a 6v6 game which is fast and provides players with lots of
touches on the ball to enhance skill development and enjoyment. If your child would like to play in
the HVS year 5/6 team(s) then please email Denise admin@houghton.school.nz to register your
interest so we can start to organise team(s), new players welcome. We will also be looking for coaches,
managers and umpires to assist the team(s). Teams will need to be registered by 1st April 2019. First game will
be Saturday, 11 May. Thanks Denise
Yummy Apple Stickers
It is that time of the year that we start collecting Yummy stickers! Every child will have a
Yummy Sticker sheet come home with them, then if your family eats Yummy apples or any of
their other supported fruits, you just need to collect the stickers off them and stick them onto
the Yummy sheet. When it is full of stickers bring it back into school. You can fill up as many as you want! Ask
your teacher if you need more or pop to Karaka and you will see them pinned on the sport board.
This is not only a great way to encourage your kids to eat a healthy snack, but they also help keep out P.E shed
nice and healthy! The collected sheets are sent away at the end of Term 3, and in return our school is given
P.E equipment!
https://www.yummyfruit.co.nz - for the sheet.

Term 1 events
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Week 5
th

th

Beach Trip

Room 2 & 3 Trip

Room 1 Trip
============
TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
5:30pm in the
Library

Hui/Assembly
9:15am-10am

Digital
Technologies
Parent
Information
Session 6:30pm

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
5:30pm in the
Library

th

th

11 -15 March

Week 7
th
nd
18 -22 March

BOT Meeting

Week 8

Life Education at
School

th

th

Home & School
AGM

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
5:30pm in the
Library

3 Way Goal
Setting
3:15pm-8pm

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
5:30pm in the
Library

Room 4, 9 & 10
Trip

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
5:30pm in the
Library

25 -29 March

Week 9
st

th

1 -5 April

Week 10
th

th

8 -12 April

Friday

TWoA - Te
Reo Maori
classes start
5.30pm in the
library

4 -8 March

Week 6

Thursday

3 Way Goal
Setting
3:15pm-8pm

Hui/Assembly
9:15am-10am

Hui/Assembly
9:15am-10am

Kelly club at Houghton valley school

Kelly Club at Houghton Valley
Come and join us in the hall for our After School Care (2.55pm-6.00pm). We offer exciting
sessions focused around sports, cooking, art and craft activities, as well as structured ‘freetime’. Next week our theme for the week is ‘The Magic of Disney!’ where we will be making
our own Disney Character squishy Balls, competing in a Hercules vs Cinderella Obstacle
course and whipping up a tasty Disney Dole Whip and much more. For more information on
what offer or to book, please visit our website https://www.kellyclub.co.nz/houghton-valley
or contact Genevieve on 022 010 9981 or houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz.

Community notices
Looking for a Hall Co-ordinator Ngā mihi ki te hāpori i Haewai! Greetings to the community. We are looking for a
special person to take care of the bookings for our community-owned hall. This is not a time-consuming role, and is
perfect for someone who is friendly, outgoing and loves our community. If that’s you, we will cover reasonable costs for
your role. We would love to hear from you! Contact Ken 0211335871 kenandmirandaoe@gmail.com
Zumba Want to dance, smile and have a party? I am Natasha, a parent at Houghton Valley School, and I've been
teaching Zumba for 7 years now. Your first class is FREE. We dance to all sorts of music from around the world.
Mon 9:30am (easier Gold) - Indian Assoc Hall, Kilbirnie. Tue 9:30am Zumba Fitness - Miramar Uniting Church
& Wed night 6:45pm Zumba Fitness - Lyall Bay School Hall 021 258 9580 zumbapartywgtn@gmail.com $3-$15
Junior Hockey 2019 Junior Hockey team registrations for year 3 to year 8 students are now open. Registration forms
are available on our website or by completing the following online Registration form.
Harbour City Junior Hockey Web: hcjh.org.nz Facebook: HarbourCityJuniorHockey Email: harbourcityjh@gmail.com
Join in the fun at Island Bay Pippins. Being a Pippin with GirlGuiding NZ is a very
popular choice for 5 and 6 year old girls. We welcome all girls interested to join our Unit in Island Bay at St
Hilida's Church from 6-7pm on a Tuesday night during the school term. If you have a 5 or 6 year old daughter
who would like to have fun then contact Dianna on phone: 04 3837518 or
email meates21@gmail.com or www.girlguidingnz.org.nz

For HVS Updates checkout the website : www.houghton.school.nz
OR for HVS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/
Kelly Club After School Care & Holiday Programmes
• Genevieve Programme Co-ordinator - Cell 022 010 9981 or email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz
Bee Healthy Dental Clinic
Ezlunch.co.nz

•
•

Thursdays
Fridays

•

•

•

0800 825 583

Sushi – go online to www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Pita Pit – go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Houghton Valley School Ph: 939-3318
Principal Email: principal@houghton.school.nz

School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz

