Houghton Valley School
Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together
st

Newsletter

Thursday, 21 March 2019

Reminders
 Fri 22 March–Commemoration @9:15am
nd

 Wed 27 March - Home& School AGM
@ 7:30pm
th

 Fri 29 March – Hui/ Assembly Rm9 & Rm6
@ 9:15am
th

Week 7 of Term 1

He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata
(Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure)
Kia ora te Whānau o Te Kura o Haewai
We have been heartened by the wonderful acts of kindness and solidarity our tamariki have shown over the past week
for those who lost loved ones during the tragic events in Christchurch last Friday. We convey our deep and heartfelt
aroha to all those most affected.
Therefore, tomorrow, in commemoration of what took place in Christchurch one week ago and for those who wish to,
we invite our staff, tamariki and whānau to dress in green, (this is a very special peace and unity colour in the Islamic
Faith). Each class will also be provided with green ribbon to make a peace bracelet. Each child is also most welcome to
bring a gold coin that they can add to our ‘Give a little’ donations from the Students of Houghton Valley School. This is
optional as we know many whānau may have given to focused charities already. We will conduct a brief ceremony at
9.15am to pay our respects to those who passed away and to express our aroha to those families who remain and who
are so deeply affected by what occurred. Arohanui ki a rātou katoa.
In wake of this, we would like to share some of our emergency procedures. As you may be aware we had already
planned a lockdown practice but this has been postponed until week 9 (1st-5th April). We are required to do these so
our children know what to do and also you know what happens and when to come to school.
In the Christchurch lockdown on Friday many parents went to their child’s school but the police hadn’t reopened
schools so parents got upset and also put themselves in danger.
We would let you know as soon as the school has been allowed to reopen so that it is safe for you to come and pick your
child/ren up. This is a vital step to keep everyone safe and calm.
We also want to reassure you that we have clear and safe procedures in place. We will be using the expertise of an
outside agency to support us to evaluate our processes and procedures.
We practice the following emergencies:
1. Fire
2. Earthquake
3. Flooding
4. Lockdown
On the 12th April we will be holding a full earthquake and emergency evacuation drill as part of emergency practice.
We will be running through our processes, including contacting you by emergency text and requesting you pick your
child up (or delegate someone to do it for you).
These emergency evacuations would happen in a natural disaster like an earthquake, dangerous storms or flooding, but
also if we have a health and safety issue that requires us to close the school immediately.
Much as we'd love to think it won't happen to us, it is important that we are as prepared as we can be for what might
happen.
I appreciate that it adds another thing to busy lives to organise, and as for any drills it is quite artificial and planned!
Even so it will be a helpful opportunity to test that our communication processes are robust, and help us continue to
iron out any errors or issues with getting information through to you quickly.
This is also a wee prompt to ensure your contact information (including emergency contacts and authorised “pick up‟
people, and more importantly people that are NOT allowed to collect your child) are up to date, and that you have a
plan for if and when school needs to close in an emergency and your child needs to be collected. Please email:
admin@houghton.school.nz with any new contact details.

We recommend you have a conversation with your children over the next few weeks/holidays about which other adults
might pick them up in this sort of situation, especially if you might be caught up across the city!
Here’s how our planned drill and evacuation will roll out in the afternoon of 12th April (and how we would like to
think things would happen in a real emergency situation!):
We will simulate an earthquake response “drop, cover, hold. Wait for a teacher or adult to give further instructions”.


Alert caregivers that we are in an emergency drill scenario via text messaging system



We would then provide any information required via email or website as we can give you more information and
to keep the phone lines free for emergency responders.



Make the decision to ‘evacuate’ and ‘close the school’. Alert caregivers that your child needs to be collected via
text.



We will have a designated area for you to sign the paperwork and wait, and your child will be brought to you.
The designated area is by the main gates on the bottom court outside Rooms 9 and 10.



You will not be allowed to enter the children’s assembly point. (This is the recommended procedure from Civil
Defence to help keep all children calm as they wait for their parents).



Parents (or delegated ‘pick up’ people) sign child out from teachers by 3pm. From there, our scenario will be
completed, and as a staff we will review and debrief our processes.

From 3pm our usual processes will be back in place, so Kelly Club will still be operating. If your child usually attends
After School Care, I recommend you delegate another parent to officially sign them out from school as part of the
emergency drill, and then they can continue over to the hall.
Thank you in advance for supporting our emergency preparation! We will be seeking feedback and ideas after the drill
for what worked and what we can improve.

Communication Tools
With all that is happening it is important that we understand and know all the ways we use to communicate with our
parents and whanau. Also we have made some changes which we want to make you aware of and for you to see what
our picture communication plan looks like.
1. Newsletter(fortnightly) - the purpose of the school wide newsletter is to share the key topics of discussion, share
learning that is happening around the school, highlight key school events, update our community of our strategic
direction e.g. Sustainability and PB4L, and to allow you to be involved in what is happening. It also has a section
where others from the community contribute too.
2.

School website - you can find a range of information on here but 4 key features are:
 Front page - update on events and their status
 School calendar of events. You can link this to your phone so you can keep track of all the school
events https://houghton.school.nz/calendar/
 Class blogs - teams and teachers update these regularly so that you know what your children
are doing during the week and what learning they are focusing on
 Emailing through absences - https://houghton.school.nz/report-an-absence/

3.

eTap - this is our school-wide student management system which also allows us to bulk text and email. We use this
in emergencies, emailing the fortnightly newsletter and for classroom teachers to email parents and whanau.

4.

Team and Class newsletters - At the beginning of the term each team sends out a newsletter to tell you about the
learning focus. It also includes any dates or trips that have been finalised by then. Then during the term you might
receive class notices, especially about trips, sports etc

5.

Phone - to update us any immediate information(first aide) or to speak to our parents and whanau.

6.

Facebook -https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/ this has been successfully managed by Home and
School but we have now merge this to be a school Facebook page. This is used to share reminders, advert events
and to post important messages.

We have reduced the frequency of the newsletter as we wanted to ensure we don’t overload you so you miss things and
to ensure it meets its purpose. A weekly newsletter is also very time consuming.
We believe if all of our communication tools are working as they are intended then we will improve the way we
communicate with you. We are always happy to receive feedback. Please check these out!

School Assemblies
Te-Hui-a-Kura (School Assembly)
As you are aware we have made some changes to our whole school assemblies. As a staff, we felt that we needed to
look for ways to meet the needs of all of our learners and review the original format , the time of day and the sporadic
nature of the assemblies. We always make efforts to evaluate and look for better ways to make what we do work for
our children. We know that for many of our parents and whānau, the afternoon is better, but we were finding this our
biggest challenge. We are hoping that people can find time once a fortnight to pop along at 9.00am when you are
dropping off your tamariki, to join us.
We have spoken to some our learners and they are generally happy with some of these changes, while some others are
not. We will continue to monitor how these go and if they work.
We will have Te-Hui-a-Kura every even week so the dates for the rest of the term are:
 Week 8 (29th March) Rata and Ti Kouka
 Week 10(12th April) Kowhai and Mahoe
At these hui, the focus is on giving our students opportunities to;
 Present their work
 Work together - tuakana -teina (older students and younger students)
 Come together as a whole school
 Sing together
 Share school notices

Team Hui (syndicate assemblies)
Each team has syndicate hui as well. These are held on the odd weeks so we don’t clash with Te-Hui-a-Kura. This is a
time where teams:
 Hand out awards and certificates
 Sing and learn new waiata
 Celebrate birthdays

Performance Assembly
We know these are hugely popular and that we get a lot of parents and whānau to these so they will continue each
term. They will be in Week 10 of every term, on the Tuesday afternoons 2.00-2.55pm. We are using this event for our
band to perform as well. Auditions will be held in class in week 8 and finalists selected in week 9.

Powhiri
Once a term we welcome all new students and their whānau through a student-lead school powhiri. This is usually in
week 3 so some students may participate in this event after they have actually started school. This is our way to
acknowledge our new tamariki and whānau into the Haewai fold so they feel a sense of belonging.

3-Way Goal Setting
In week 9, Tuesday 2nd April 3.20-7.40pm and Wednesday 3rd 3.20-4.30pm we are holding our term 1 goal setting
sessions. We value these as they give us an opportunity to talk with students and parents/whanau about their
questionnaires and their child’s goals.
You need to click on to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter our event code - this is unique to HVS.

twech
Teachers would love to have the Student Questionnaire forms back by Wednesday 27th March to use this with setting
goals.

Measles Update
We have attached an update from Regional Public Health around the measles outbreak. At this stage it isn’t in
Wellington so they have issued the following advice and information. Please take a minute to read the attachment.
Denise has been busy making sure that our immunisation database is up-to-date. We thank parents and whanau for
responding to these emails. If you have yet please do so asap (we only emailed this to people who we didn’t have
records for).

Absences
It is very important that you let us know asap that your child/ren won’t be at school. You can do this via email admin@houghton.school.nz, from the website https://houghton.school.nz/report-an-absence/ or phone 939 3318. We
have a legal responsibility to follow up on any absences. If your child is coming in late you also need to let us know so
we have a record of this.

School Complaints Procedure
Just a reminder that if you have a concern about any social relationships surrounding your child then your first port of
call is speak directly with the your child's classroom teacher or send them an email about your concerns. If the
classroom teacher is unavailable and the matter is urgent, then please contact a member of the Leadership Team.
Junior team Leader: Monica Mercury
Middle Team Leader: Stephanie Bosch
Senior Team Leader: Miriam Gaynor
Principal: Luana Carroll
Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this procedure.

Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,

Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal

Board elections 2019
2019 is an election year for school trustees. We understand that asking people to put their hand up
and stand for election is difficult, especially if parents aren’t really clear on what the role entails!

Find out about becoming a trustee
New Zealand School Trustees Association are offering a new programme,
Kōrari, which is designed to recognise the experience of existing trustees
and help to encourage potential new trustees to come and find out what it
really means to serve on a school board.
People who want to understand what school governance looks like can come
along and find out more. A hui will be facilitated by a regional adviser from
NZSTA who will talk about the reality of being a trustee, the support and
training that is available and encourage existing trustees to tell their story.
The Hui will be held at Wellington High School on Monday 1st April at 6pm.
NZSTA will provided refreshments.
If you are interested in becoming a school trustee we encourage you to come along. Please RSVP
using this link if you ARE attending: https://goo.gl/forms/MBa8fFYExKC1N7YS2

Returning Officer Needed
In early June we will need to elect three parent representatives to the Board of Trustees. This is because
the terms of three of the current trustees (Sarah, Ange and Teneti) are coming to an end.
We need a returning officer to manage the election process. For more info about the role have a look
at http://www.trustee-election.co.nz/returning-officers.
The returning officer does get paid - but not a huge amount, so really it is more of an opportunity for
some hands on experience with democratic processes!
If you are interested please contact Sarah on 021494018/slgraydon@yahoo.com or
Susan at botsusan@houghton.school.nz. Thanks

A big welcome in ngaio class to:



Patrick Bloomer





Kit Childerhouse

Helene Mikkelsen and

 Olof McConnell in Rata 

Hjalmar McConnell in Pohutukawa

Sustainability Update
Ti Kouka Butterfly Garden
Jill has given Ti Kouka class the job of looking after the butterfly garden. We have
to learn a lot about butterflies to do this job. Jill taught us about butterflies when
she came to talk about sustainability with us and we have learnt a lot about
butterflies with Ashleigh too.
First, we learnt what their favourite flowers are. They like white, red, yellow,
orange, pink and purple flowers with lots of nectar. They use a proboscis to suck
up the nectar because they don't have any teeth! They don't like blue and green
flowers so much.
We have learnt that we might see Monarch butterflies, white cabbage butterflies
and red admiral butterflies in our garden. There are also long-tailed blue
butterflies in New Zealand. We used recycled magazines to make collages of the
different butterflies we might see in our garden.
We have planted swan plants, which is a type of milkweed, in our garden for the
butterflies to lay their eggs on and for the caterpillars to eat. It takes four days
for an egg to hatch, ten days for the
caterpillar to become a chrysalis and
another ten days for the butterfly to come
out. We had one caterpillar, but when he turned into a chrysalis, he hid
so
the
predators
couldn't
get
him.
Our next job is to plant more flowers to attract and feed the butterflies!
By Tadhg, Freddy, Lachie and Noa

Lost Property
The blue lost property bin is now located in
the corridor to the school hall. Please check
this regularly as we seem to have a lot of
clothes in the bin.
Naming clothes would be helpful.

HVS Sports
Floorball has started off with a bang with teams making a great start to the season! Fantastic to see everyone
so excited for their games! Please make sure that you are at your games on time and ready to play on a
Tuesday afternoon. If you cannot make it let your coach know beforehand so that they have time to find subs.
Keep up the great work team!
The HVS Maniacs have had a wonderful start to the Flipperball season showing great teamwork and strategic
skills, as well as confidence in the water. All their hard work has been paying off with some wins against other
teams the competition. Well done HVS Maniacs, keep it up!
Winter Netball - Year 5 and 6 netball is played at EBIS on Saturdays in Term 2 and 3 part of the Motu Kairangi
Netball league. The year 5/6 play a 6v6 game which is fast and provides players with lots of touches
on the ball to enhance skill development and enjoyment. If your child would like to play in the HVS
year 5/6 team(s) then please email Denise admin@houghton.school.nz to register your interest so
we can start to organise team(s), new players welcome. We will also be looking for coaches,
managers and umpires to assist the team(s). Teams will need to be registered by 1st April 2019. First
game will be Saturday, 11 May. Thanks Denise
Basketball starting in Term Two in the afternoons on a Monday (Year 5/6) and Wednesday (Year 3/4). If you
are interested in playing please have your form handed into Briar in Karaka by Friday 22nd March. If you have
not received a slip, please get one from Briar or from Denise in the office and contact Briar to say your form
will be late. We are putting together teams, so anyone who does not hand in their form will not be put in a
team. Thank you to those who have already handed them in!
Cricket Skills: We were lucky enough to have Bridget from Yeah Girls come in and work with our Year 5 and 6
girls on their cricket skills at lunchtime on Wednesday. They had a wonderful time trying out their new skills! If
you are a year 5 or 6 (or have older siblings who are 14 or under) and are interested there is a free after
school activity run by Yeah Girls on a Thursday afternoon from 4:30-5:30. Today and next week they are held
at Kilbirnie park, then the next two weeks will be held at the Westpac Stadium. All you have to do is turn up
there at those times!

Rippa Rugby: The senior syndicate had a visit from Wellington Rugby Union running a “Have a Go” session
with each class. We practised quick drills running with the ball and also had a go at ripping the tags in a mini
game! Was lots of fun and the kids loved it!

Movin’march
Well done, Tino pai, to all our students who are walking, scooting or biking to school this month
for Movin’March. Houghton Valley School has participated in Movin'March since 2017 and you
can see some familiar faces from our school on this short video clip.
http://www.gw.govt.nz/movin-march/

We will be planning a ‘Fancy Feet’ day to celebrate our last week of Movin’March. We will let the students
know about this date and give them an opportunity to decorate their footwear at school.
A big thank you to Art, Emma, Ines and Sam from Pohutukawa who are our student leaders. They are keeping
a tally of how many students are participating each day and stamping the ‘Passport cards’.
Students can get extra cards once they have filled them. We will post the cards to be in a lucky draw for
prizes.

Home and school association
Home & School AGM Next Week - Wed 27th March 2019 – 7:30pm
The Home and School AGM is next week. This is where we review the year, including the finances, and hold the annual
Officer Elections at the AGM. This time we are introducing some new roles: deputy Chair and deputy Treasurer as a
chance to learn the ropes before taking over the role towards the end of the year / early next year.
If you are interested in any of the roles you can contact: Ian at homeandschoolchair@houghton.school.nz, Kevin at
homeandschooltreasurer@houghton.school.nz, or Megan at homeandschoolsecretary@houghton.school.nz
We would love to see you there. The agenda, chair’s report and minutes from last year are being sent out alongside this
newsletter.
Parent Classroom Reps
We are looking for a parent representative for each classroom. It would be up to you what you make of the role but the
main idea is to help build the relationships between the classroom parents. This would involve welcoming new parents
who start at HVS and could involve organising catch-ups for the parents to get to know each other. We’ve heard of this
being successfully run in other schools.
We have had some parents already volunteer to be the parent representatives for Rata, Harakeke and Karaka (thanks!).
If you are interested for any of the other classes; please contact Megan at
homeandschoolsecretary@houghton.school.nz.
First bake sale of the year, coming soon
Last year we introduced bake sales as one of our fundraising events. We plan to hold about 6-7 of these over the year.
Alongside home baking we are going to continue the initiative from the last year’s final bake sale of also selling any
home grown produce that people bring along.
The first bake sale will be held after school on Friday 5th April. It is being organised by the teachers, students and
whanau of Nikau (a big thanks in advance).

Term 1 events
Monday
Week 7
th

18 -22

nd

March

Week 8
th

BOT Meeting

th

Tuesday
Digital
Technologies
Parent
Information
Session 6:30pm

Life Education
at School

25 -29 March

Week 9
st

th

1 -5 April

Week 10
th

th

8 -12 April

Wednesday

3 Way Goal
Setting
3:15pm-8pm

Performance
Assembly 2pm

Thursday

Friday

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
6pm in the
Library
Home & School
AGM
7:30pm

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
6pm in the
Library

Hui/Assembly
9:15am-10am
Rata & Ti Kouka

3 Way Goal
Setting
3:15pm-6pm

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
6pm in the
Library

3pm Bake Sale
Nikau (Rm3)

Trip- Room
4, 9 & 10

TWoA – Te
Reo Maori
classes start
6pm in the
Library

Hui/Assembly
9:15am-10am
Kowhai & Mahoe

Kelly club and april holiday program
KELLY CLUB ISLAND BAY APRIL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME –
Held at Island Bay School
Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and
13 the opportunity to do things they enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment.
The programmes are packed with activities to entertain and inspire children. We have some
exciting days planned: Flip Out!, Wellington Zoo, Nigel Kennedy the Magician, Laser Force a
Bouncy Castle and lots more!
FOOTBALL MORNING HOLIDAY PROGRAMME (Yrs 1–6) Wests Rugby Clubrooms, Wilton (all
weather indoor surface).
Improve technique by working on the core skills of control, dribbling, passing, tackling &
shooting. Great practice for the up and coming Winter Football Season!
Week 1 - Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am-12.30pm,
NETBALL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME – ONSLOW COLLEGE GYM, JOHNSONVILLE
Grow your child’s confidence with our netball skills programme, focusing on the key skills areas
for their level of development.
Children aged 5-12 can work on the ball handling, game sense, co-ordination, speed and
accuracy with our experienced coaches. Using fun drills and games to develop and challenge
young players while also having fun!
Week 1 – Tues, Weds, Thurs 1.30pm-4.30pm
KELLY SPORTS TERM 2 Kelly Sports will be back in Term 2 with their fun and exciting
classes. Kelly Sports encourages children to have fun, build confidence and to give sport a go.
We believe that sport and physical activity has so much to offer young people; it improves
fitness, develops communication skills, team work and gives them a place to channel their
energy.
Wicked Winter Sports! (Yrs 1-4) – Thursday’s 3.05pm-4.05pm - Come and try Football, Netball,
Handball and Rippa Rugby (2 weeks of each sport). It’s a great way to try new sports, learn
new skills and improve ability. We use games & drills to teach game sense and team play. Learn
the fundamental skills for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance and many
more – all while having a great time!
For full details and to enrol into our programmes
visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201.

Community notices
WHAT NOW Audience
I am the Audience Coordinator for the children’s TV programme ‘What Now’ (8-10am Sunday on TVNZ
2). During 2019 we are broadcasting our first 10 shows from around Wellington, show casing a different
community each week. On Sunday 7th April, our show will be coming live from Berhampore and I would
like to invite your families to be part of the live audience! Families (including adults) are all invited to come
and experience live TV being made while being part of our awesome audience…& it’s FREE!! As space is limited, we
work on a ‘first in best dressed’ approach. You are most welcome to include this link in your notices for your families to
register online to be part of the audience www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience Ground Location: Berhampore School, 105
Britomart St, Berhampore. We look forward to joining your community!
WELLINGTON HOCKEY PRE-SEASON YEAR 5 & 6 DEVELOPMENT & FESTIVAL DAY – All Welcome, Beginners to more
experienced players WHEN: Sunday 31 March WHERE: National Hockey Stadium, Mount Albert Road, Newtown
TIME: 12-4pm EXPECT: Quality Coaching, Fun Hockey Games, Competitions & Prizes
REGISTER: Head to www.wellingtonhockey.org.nz and click “HAVE A GO” under the “DEVELOPMENT” tab
CONTACT: Jenni Cronin, Development Manager, Capital Hockey, jenni@capitalhockey.org.nz, 0212098483
Motu Kairangi Netball Committee Secretary Role: Notice Looking to make a difference in your
netball community? Why not be part of the Motu Kairangi Netball committee. Motu Kairangi is
run by volunteers! We have a vital role being vacated now. A replacement is needed NOW so
that we can handover and get the winter team ready whilst things are a bit quieter. No netball
knowledge needed. You don’t have to have a child playing netball. We are looking for an
enthusiastic, happy person who can commit around 4-8 hours a month. Please email
mknetballchair@gmail.com if you are keen to find out more about the role. Thank you.
Artrageous Kids Programme:
15 – 26 April 2019 BOOK ARTRAGEOUS APRIL
Venue: Poneke Dojo, Prince of Wales Park, Salisbury
Tce, Mt Cook, Wellington
8.30am–3:00pm $69 and after care 3:00pm-5.15pm
$15 Aimed at children aged 5-12 years. Our classes
provide a space for all children to explore at their own
pace; chaotic or careful, gingerly or with gusto,
tiptoeing or tromping. Our aim is to draw out their
creativity, not stuff things in! Bookings essential.
BOOK NOW!

For HVS Updates checkout the website : www.houghton.school.nz
OR for HVS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/
Kelly Club After School Care & Holiday Programmes
• Genevieve Programme Co-ordinator - Cell 022 010 9981 or email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz
Bee Healthy Dental Clinic
Ezlunch.co.nz

•
•

Thursdays
Fridays

•

•

•

0800 825 583

Sushi – go online to www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Pita Pit – go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Houghton Valley School Ph: 939-3318
Principal Email: principal@houghton.school.nz

School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz

