Houghton Valley School

Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together

Newsletter

Thursday, 27th June 2019

Week 9 of Term 2

Reminders
 Fri 28 June – Bake & Book Sale 3pm
th

 Tues 2 July – Performance Assembly 2pm
nd

 Thurs 4

th

 Fri 5

July – Whole School Hui/Assembly 9:15am

th

July – H&S Quiz Night@The Pines 7:30pm
Classes presenting Kowhai and Mahoe

Kia ora te Whānau o Te Kura o Haewai
Ka puta Matariki, ka rere Whānui
Ko to tohu tēnā o te tau e!
Matariki re-appears, Whānui starts its flight
Being the sign of the new year!
At the beginning of each school year we need to create targets for our school annual plan that link to our
Strategic goals. A major focus for this term has been on - Strategic Goal 2: Our People


Creating an environment where expectations are consistent, everyone is valued, accepted, and
supported, and to which everyone contributes.



Respecting and acknowledging tangata whenua, mana whenua and ensuring that tikanga and te reo Māori
are valued and practiced in our school.

School Goal: To reduce the amount of major incidents in classrooms and the school field.
Strategy:


To embed the restorative practices we use across the school so that our students take responsibility for their
choices and actions.

Early in the term, I wrote about the inappropriate and offensive language students were using in the
playground. We are seeing a small reduction of this but it continues to be an issue. This also seems to be the
catalyst for escalating most playground incidents so we ask you to continue to support us in this matter, as
the home and school partnership does make a difference.
As our reward system and restorative practices have been implemented this term we can see students
taking greater ownership for their choices and behaviour which is heartening.
In this goal we also have been looking for ways to make our school reflect our bicultural connection so we
are currently working on the redevelopment of the waharoa at the main entrance. On Monday we went and
picked up two pou pou that we have been gifted to us by Te Atiawa (Mana Whenua) to use. These will
require painting and installing. If you want to be involved please just email or pop in and see me. We will
also be creating some designs to sit at the top of the waharoa.

Reporting to Parents and Whanau
In week 10 your child will bring home their mid year report for you to read and share as a whanau. We ask
that these are opened at home.
These are the same as last year's report as we are currently reviewing our reporting and assessment process.
We are also waiting to hear from the Minister of Education about what the changes to reporting will look
like under the Tomorrow Schools review.
All of our teachers have put a lot of energy, time and thought into each report. The purpose is to give you a
clear understanding of the progress your child has made in the past two terms. There will also be some next
steps. These will become the focus for terms 3 and 4. This will link into our 3 way goal setting in term 3. This
is open now for you to book your time.
3 Way Conferences Term 3
You can start booking in for 3 Way conferences for week 2 of term 3. We have 2 days
available Tuesday and Wednesday. We are looking forward to setting new goals and
identifying next steps from the mid year reports.
You need to go to;

1.
2.

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
Click on Making a booking

3.

Enter this code - 6cf7v

Safety Matting
We have a lot of spare safety matting that we would like to give away to a good home. If you or someone
you know wants some please contact the office as we would like this to go to good use.
Wishing you all a safe and happy winter holiday from Friday 5th July. We look forward to seeing you all back
here on Monday 22nd July.
Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,

Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal

A big welcome in ngaio class to:



Louis Prior

HVS board of trustees
The board of trustees elections were held in early June, and we'd like first of all to thank Flic
Morris for acting as the returning officer. The election went very smoothly with nearly 400
candidate votes cast, and we're really grateful to Flic for taking this on.
The board of trustees is delighted to have Angela and Teneti back on board, and to also welcome Bret as our
new trustee. We're looking forward to working together over the coming term, even if that does mean
braving near freezing temperatures for evening board meetings as was the case this month. As always, we
are really keen to hear from all of you if you have anything you'd like to bring to the board's attention, or
you just want to let us know how things are going for you as a part of the school community.
We'd like to say a huge thank you to our two departing board members, Sarah Graydon and
Jos Abernethy. Sarah was the board chair for a long time and even volunteered to remain
as chair for quite a bit longer than originally planned. She's contributed hugely to most
things that have happened at a governance level in the school over the past few years, and
we're going to miss her advice and guidance, calm approach to everything, and of course her baking which is
spectacular. Jos has been the teacher representative on the board for several years, and we've greatly
appreciated her insight into staff issues and matters. We're all well aware of how difficult things have been
for the teaching staff with the recent industrial action, and Jos's updates on this and other events have been
invaluable. We're going to miss both of them, and are sure you will all join us in thanking them for their
work on behalf of our school.
Best wishes, Richard, Acting Chair

Sustainability

Matariki Clean-up for Rata Treemendous Area
Sunday 30 June 10am-1pm
We are wanting to complete a number of aspects of the Treemendous landscaped area
at Houghton Valley School and hold a working bee on Sunday 30th 10am-1pm this
week. The area is now nearly two years old since this amazing makeover with help from
Project Crimson https://projectcrimson.org.nz/houghton_valley_school/
The tasks will involve light and more specific weeding, such as clearing new unwanted tree wattle growth or
collecting litter.
Reeds and carex in the swale area are rapidly growing and we need to cut out the plastic mesh and metal
staple pins to free this area for more growth. Strong boots and gardening gloves will be needed for this task.
Some heavier work is needed to dig holes for signage posts, and repairing the ponga log edging. Thanks to
Adam Ellis for setting up a new Rata sculpture with our students this week, and we are hoping to have
another in place on Sunday.

Please bring any gloves, tools, snacks and drinks you may need.
If you are interested in helping us generally or have a particular task you'd like to help with, please let us
know by email jill@houghton.school.nz or by letting your child's class teacher know. JillHolmstead

Zoo trip
On Wednesday last week, Harakeke and Ti Kouka went on a trip to the Wellington Zoo. We visited some
animals from New Zealand and other countries that live at the zoo and discovered some of the ways that the
zoo supports conservation of these animals. We also found out some of the actions that we can take to help
endangered animals that we thought we should share with others.
- Forests and trees around the world are being cut down for paper and a lot of animals are losing their
homes. We talked about different ways that paper products can be made without taking animals homes.
One way is to make sure that the trees used are grown especially for paper. We can look for the green 'FSC'
tick on paper products to make sure that our paper is sustainable!
- There are penguins living around the coast near our homes and near our school. These penguins are being
attacked by our own animals - especially cats! One way that we can look after these animals is by making
sure that our cats are kept inside at night.
- Looking after the planet and making sure we reduce, reuse and recycle can help look after our animals.
Wellington Zoo is a 'Green Zoo' and uses energy efficient light bulbs and collects rainwater for gardening and
cleaning. We could do this at home too.
On Wednesday, we went to the zoo. We learnt a lot about the zoo.
I learnt that Gibbons's arms are bigger than their arms.
By Fred McGovern - Ti Kouka
"Hurry up, take the photo!" we all got into the rustic, old truck.
Click goes the camera. We returned to the giraffe enclosure.
By Michael Metherell - Harakeke

From the Library…….
Holidays; cold & wet, sleeping in, curling up with a good book or three....
Next week I'll again be lending books for reading over the holidays.
Students and parents can borrow as many books as they like.
They'll go home in a red bag, which I'd like to see returned, with the books, in Week 1 of Term 3.
It's a great opportunity to get out books of interest for all the family.
Happy holidays! Joanna
"Beyond the Page" Free holiday activities from the City Library....
Featuring well known authors, illustrators, and performers, Beyond the Page is a festival
brimming with literary adventures for tamariki and their whānau brought to you by the City
Library.
Children will have the opportunity to explore their creative side, be inspired by spell-bounding performances,
pick up a new skill, and discover a world of possibilities at their local library.
Events happening at around Wellington City include performances by the Royal New Zealand Ballet, coding
workshops, robotics events, screenings of Moana in te reo Māori, puppetry performances, illustration
workshops with Paul Beavis and Donovan Bixley, special storytimes on the Wellington Cable Car, and much,
much more. All events are free of charge.
The whole festival programme can be found on www.beyondthepage.nz

Hvs sports
Junior Cross Country
It was wonderful to see so many parent supporters cheering our Y1 and Y2 yesterday at the junior cross
country. We were so proud of all of our young tamariki who all gave their very best.

HVS Basketball Warriors We had the last game of term for yr 3-4 HVS Warriors. Finished term on a high
note winning their last game and winding up third in their grade.

Winter Netball – Houghton Valley has two Year 5/6 teams – HVS Diamonds and HVS Sapphires in Motu
Kairangi netball leagaue on Saturdays. The children are doing so well and very keen to learn new skills and
be part of a team sport.
Also a BIG thanks to all of the players, coaches, co-coaches, managers and umpires as they are having a
fantastic season.

Home and school association
Bake Sale and Book Sale: TOMORROW
Our next bake sale is on tomorrow; Friday 28th June. Kindly brought to us by Rata. We will also be
selling discontinued library books alongside the baking. Remember to bring along your coins.

Home and school Quiz Night
on Thursday 4th July doors open @ 7pm
with quiz kick off @ 7:30pm
Whoop! Whoop, only a week to go to so it’s time to hit the books for some general
knowledge cramming .
If you haven’t yet registered, there’s still time - team of six costs just $90. Once you’ve got
your six, nominate one person to email hvsquiz@gmail.com and we’ll email you back
with what you need to do.
Not got a full team? You can register as an individual ($15/person) and we’ll
allocate you to a team on the night – it’s a fantastic way to meet others from the community and school.
Tickets will be issued on the night but please note there will be no door sales and for those of you who have
emailed to register – remember your place can’t be confirmed until you have paid.
We have lots of raffles and games organised for the night so get down the back of the couch for spare
change.
The crew at the Pines are amazing but unfortunately, they are unable to give cash out on the night so you
will need to do a pit stop at an ATM before you arrive…
Every year we rely on you guys to supply baking for the night. If you are able to help it would be very much
appreciated, please just drop your delicious morsels off the morning of Thursday 4 July to the kitchen at back
of the hall or bring them along on the night. Ande

Hvs school fair
Donations
We are now ready to start taking donations of clothes, books and toys for the fair. They
can be dropped off at 14 Arun Crescent for now, and during the holidays, and then as of
next term they can be dropped at school in the main foyer as usual. So if you are having a
clear-out over the holiday please remember the Fair - anything in good condition can be
sold to help raise money for the school. We don't take bric-a-brac etc since we don't have a white elephant
stall, but if you have something in excellent condition we could put it into the Silent Auction.
Storage
We still need storage space for toys... if you have a room or garage please let us know.
Coordinators
We are still looking for a couple of key coordinators. If you would be interested in managing an area of the
fair such as Silent Auction or Games, please get in touch.
Fair Date
We have realised that the original fair date was on Labour Weekend and thought that lots of people may be
away. We are therefore looking at moving the Fair to a later date - to be advised as soon as possible, once
we have coordinated with Shawn Mendes and U2 to see if they can shift their events from November 9th ;)
If you want to volunteer, or have any questions about the fair contact Karen on parr.karen@gmail.com
or cellphone 027 209 4832.

Kelly club and sports
KELLY CLUB ISLAND BAY JULY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME (Held at Island Bay School)

Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to do things
they enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment.
This programme are packed with activities to entertain and inspire children. We have some exciting days
planned: Antarctic Explorers, Cartoon Day, Topsy Turvy Day, Frosty Spot Ice Rink, Toy Story 4 Movie, Space
Place and lots more!
To enrol www.kellyclub.co.nz, email islandbay@kellyclub.co.nz or ph 022 198 6316
KELLY SPORTS TERM 3 Kelly Sports will be back in Term 3 with their fun and exciting classes. Kelly Sports

encourages children to have fun, build confidence and to give sport a go. We believe that sport and physical
activity has so much to offer young people; it improves fitness, develops communication skills, team work
and gives them a place to channel their energy.
Play Like a Sports Hero! (Yrs 1-4) – Thursday’s 3.05pm-4.05pm - Come and try 2 weeks of: Football,
Hockey, Basketball and Turbo Touch. It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and improve
ability. We use games & drills to teach game sense and team play. Your child will learn the fundamental
skills for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance and many more – all while having a great
time! For full details and to enrol into our programmes
visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201.

Term 2 events
Monday
Week 9
24th-28th June

Year 6 students
visit EBIS
9am-2pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Swimming

Puberty Meeting with
Year 5/6 parents and
whanau 6:30pm

==========
Pedal Ready for Year 5
all week

Thursday

Friday
World Scholar’s Cup
(Year 5/6)

Home and School
Meeting in staffroom
@ 7:30pm

Bake Sale 3pm
Rata Class(rm9)

Matariki Clean-up for Rata Treemendous area Sunday 30 June 10am-1pm @ HVS
Week 10
1st-5th July

Pedal Ready for
Year 6 all week

Last Swimming Lesson

==============
Performance Assembly
@ 2pmin the Hall

Mid Year Reports
to go home

HVS Quiz
Evening
@ The Pines

Whole School
Hui/Assembly
Presenting:
Kowhai & Mahoe

You can also checkout the “School Calendar” on our website: https://houghton.school.nz/calendar/

Community notices
BIGAIR GYMSPORTS OWHIRO BAY WGTN Cartwheels, Walkovers, Flips, Kongs, Handstands, Barrel Rolls,
Handsprings - it’s all here at Bigair Gym! Kids love learning a vast range of skills in Gymnastics, Trampolining,
Tumbling, Parkour and Cheerleading! We have classes to support children of all levels and interests. These
classes are designed to increase children’s strength, flexibility, balance, co-ordination and fitness. Children
also learn extensive personal skills from Bigair Gym Classes, including increased self-confidence, selfdetermination, listening skills, persistence, self-pride, increased self-esteem and much more! BOOK NOW for
TERM 3! Book now for our July School Holiday Programme! Full day and half day sessions available. Great for
kids to get active during the holidays! Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay on 3838779 or email wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
Harbour City Gymsports are also taking enrolments for Term 3 Gymnastics is a great activity for developing
confidence, co-ordination, agility and having fun. Harbour City GymSports, Hataitai Park, currently have
spaces available in Preschool, Ribbon Award (5&6 year old) and Badge Award (7-9 year old) classes for term
3. For further information or to register call 386 4443 or email the office office@hcg.org.nz .
Wellington United Junior Football Club Sign up now for our popular school holiday programme (indoors)
Monday 8th July – Friday 12th July, 9-3pm Come and join us to learn some new
skills and tricks, and to have some fun these holidays! Open to all players and
abilities (Girls and Boys) aged 7-13 years.
Visit our website www.wellingtonunited.org.nz/juniors or register online here.
Artrageous Kids Programme: 8 – 19 July 2019 BOOK ARTRAGEOUS APRIL
Venue: Poneke Dojo, Prince of Wales Park, Salisbury Tce, Mt Cook, Wellington 8.30am–3:00pm $69 and
after care 3:00pm-5.15pm $15
Aimed at children aged 5-12 years. Our classes provide a space for all children to explore at their own pace;
chaotic or careful, gingerly or with gusto, tiptoeing or tromping. Our aim is to draw out their creativity, not
stuff things in! Bookings essential. » View the programme. BOOK NOW!
Let it move you Zumba® fitness, for beginners has started at our very own school.
With two teachers Alison and Natasha we can bring you a variety of levels.
WED 6:45 pm Houghton Valley School, 110 Houghton Bay Rd. $10-15
TUES 9:30 am, Miramar Uniting Church, 56 Hobart St. $10-15 MON 9:30 am Gold class - lower intensity.
Wgtn Indian Assoc, Kilbirnie $3-5 https://www.facebook.com/groups/natzumba/
Natasha Macaulay 021 258 9580
Wellington South Fencing Club is running a Beginners Fencing Programme from Monday 8 - Thursday 11
July, 2019, from 9am-12pm at The Hub - Toitu Poneke in Kilbirnie. This is for anyone interested in giving
fencing a go and learning about the sport while having fun. Check
out www.wellingtonsouthfencingclub.com for more details, find us on Facebook, or email Catherine
at wellingtonsouthfencingclub@gmail.com for more information and to register.
IBU July Football Holiday Programme - Bookings are now open for the
Monday 8th July – Friday 12th July 2019,
 9am – 3pm @ Wakefield Park
 $40 per day/$160 for all 5 Days
Whether it be one day or the whole week, this is a great opportunity for to sharpen their skills and make new
friends in a fun and enjoyable environment. This programme is aimed at boys & girls kids aged 5 - 12 years
and caters for all levels and abilities. You can register here and find out more information here Make
your booking now and join our Coaching and Development Manager, Register here

Kilbirnie Craft Market Saturday 13 July 10am – 2pm at the Kilbirnie Community Centre, 56 Bay Road. A wide
variety of beautiful locally made hand crafts for sale.

105 - NZ Police recently launched a new non emergency number, 105. We’ve done this to make it easier to
get hold of us in the event of non-urgent situations or ‘Things which have Already Happened’, which don’t
require Police assistance immediately.
You can call us on 105 for all non emergencies, or you can go online at 105.police.govt.nz to report things
like: - Lost property
- Theft for a public place or car
- Intentional property damage
- Or to get an update or add info to a previous report
In the event of an emergency, always call 111 - Things that are Happening Now.
Parenting can be both a joy and very hard work. And things get in the way of us being
the parents we want to be. Sometimes they are things outside us, but more often they are our own thoughts
and feelings. They might be thoughts about ourselves, about our children, about our parenting, or about
what others think about our parenting. Your Parenting ACT is a 5 week course that helps you parent in
line with your own values. It uses principles from ACT — Acceptance and Commitment Therapy — to help
you make room for all your thoughts and feelings, so you can respond flexibly as a parent. ACT uses
acceptance, mindfulness and behavioural strategies to help people pursue what matters most to them,
including being the parent they want to be. Berhampore Centennial Community Centre, 493 Adelaide Rd,
Wellington. Mondays, from the 19th of August between 7:00pm and 9:00pm. For more information and
registrations: https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/your-parenting-act-evening-august-2019-registration-60031599129
Giselle is a clinical psychologist in Wellington. She works in private practice with children, teenagers and
their families. Before that she spent 15 years working in Wellington’s public health system and teaching in a
university clinical training programme.
Your Parenting ACT

For HVS Updates checkout the website : www.houghton.school.nz
OR for HVS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/
Kelly Club After School Care & Holiday Programmes www.kellyclub.co.nz
• Ruth - Programme Co-ordinator - Cell 022 010 9981 or email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz
Bee Healthy Dental Clinic

•

0800 825 583

Term 4 2019 Mobile Clinic onsite @ Houghton Valley School
from Thursday 14th November 2019
Ezlunch.co.nz

•
•

Thursdays
Fridays

•

•

Sushi – go online to www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Pita Pit – go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order

Houghton Valley School Ph: 939-3318
Principal Email: principal@houghton.school.nz

School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz

