
Home & School Reminders 

 Tues 10
th

 Dec – 2pm Performacne Assembly 

 Wed 11
th

 Dec – 3pm Cup of Tea in Hall/Library 

 Thurs 12
th

 Dec –2pm  Farewell Staff Assembly 

 Thurs 12
th

 Dec – 5:30pm Year 6 Leavers Farewell   
               followed by a H & S Picnic 

 Tues 17
th

 Dec – Fun Day – all day 

 Wed 18
th

 Dec – Last Day pickup time 12:30pm 

2020 – Friday 7
th

 Feb 2020 @ 9am first day back  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Kia ora te Whānau o Te Kura o Haewai 

This is our final newsletter for 2019. The year has whizzed past and we have much to celebrate and many people to 
thank for their support, generosity and participation throughout the year. Nga mihi nui koutou! 

At the end of the year we farewell 36 Year 6 students who are preparing 
for the next step in their education journey. We wish our students all the 
best for the future. In the words of the famous Dr... 

We are also farewelling 14 of our whanau for whom this is their last or 
only student here at HVS. We would like to thank you all for your amazing 
contributions over the years.  

 

 

 

Noho Marae - Year 5/6 

 

Last week, we took 77 students from Years 5 and 6, for a Noho Marae at Pipitea Marae here in Wellington. The focus 
was on learning more about Te Ao Maori - te reo, kawa and tikanga. During the 3 days the tamariki got to experience a 
range of activities. They learnt a new haka, waiata, history of Te Whanganui-a-tara, visited Matiu/Somes, played  
Ki o Rahi, made Soundscapes at Capital E, learnt about the sculptures in Civic Square and more.  

Nga mihi nui to the wonderful parents who stayed for the 3 days, the parents who joined us for the trip to 
Matiu/Somes and to our amazing teachers - Miriam, Briar and Fiona, who organised and ran the Noho.  

         Houghton Valley School  
                       Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together 

          Ka Manaaki, Ka Rapu, Ka Whakamanawa tahi ai tātou 
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THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 

This week we have... 
 
Tuesday 10th - 2pm our final Performance Assembly 

 
Wednesday 11th - transition sessions where the students will be in their classes for 2020 and with their teachers. 
Reports will come home on this day too. There is a coffee in the library if you would like to meet the teachers for 2020 

 
Thursday 12th - Farewell assembly for staff leaving and Year 1-5 students at 2.00pm.  
Year 6 leavers assembly on at 5.30pm followed by a whole school picnic on the field.  Please remember this is a child 
event so no alcohol is permitted. 

 

Next week ... 
Monday 16th - a second transition session for students and teachers.  

 
Tuesday 17th - is our annual end of year Fun Day so children need to bring togs, towel, clothing that they can get wet 
and run around in. 

 
Wednesday 18th December is our final day and we finish at 12.30pm. Children don’t need to bring lunch as we are 
finishing before eating time. 

 

Stationery 2020 

As part of our planning for 2020 we are looking into stationery options for 2020. Every year we aim to keep costs as 
low as possible. We sell at cost and make no money from this at the beginning of the year.  

To start our planning we need to know who would prefer to purchase their stationery elsewhere (not from us here at 
school). When we order from our supplier they charged us for any over ordering we do so we want to be able to 
purchase the ‘right’ amount. We also, by law, need to provide choice for our whanau on where they purchase 
stationery. 

We have also asked that we receive our stationery in paper or cardboard boxes to reduce the use of plastic. If you 
want to purchase your stationery elsewhere please email Denise by Wednesday to let her know and we will give you a 
stationery list at the end of the year once teachers have confirmed them - admin@houghton.school.nz.  

For those who want to purchase their stationery through school you don’t need to do anything. 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing you all back safely in 2020. 

 

Ngā mihi kia koutou katoa,                 Luana Carroll, Te Tumuaki – Principal 

 

From the Library …. 

Please encourage your children to read over the summer holidays.  Research has 
shown how reading levels drop quickly if reading is not a regular daily activity. 

Please remind students to get a bag full of books - or parents are welcome to come 
and choose for the whole family.  They are due back Week 1, Term 1, 2020. 

 
Read NZ (formerly The Book Council) is running a summer reading programme, the Super Smash Reading 

Challenge. Created in partnership with New Zealand Cricket, this competition involves young readers (aged 5-14) 

'playing' (reading) for their local cricket team. Click here to read more, download a digital flyer, listen to 

an interview all about it on RNZ Afternoons and read an article in the Education Gazette.  
 

Best wishes to you all for a safe, happy summer.  Enjoy reading!  Joanna 
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Home and school association 

From Ian, Home and School Association Chair 

As the school year comes to a close, I wanted to thank the whole school community, the Board, Luana, 
Denise and the teaching staff for your support of Home and School this year. It’s been a great year of 
fabulous events, raising important funds for the school and bringing the community together, culminating in 
the recent, successful fair. 

I’d also like to acknowledge the H&S Committee for volunteering their time and effort. In particular, 
outgoing treasurer Kevin Hales and long-standing fair coordinator Karen Parr who have made an invaluable 
contribution to the school over many years.  

Have a great festive period and see you all next year.  
 

School Fair 

The annual school fair raises vital funds to provide everything from 
maintaining the bike track, to the flying fox, to kapa haka uniforms and supporting the library. And this year, 
thanks to the efforts of the dedicated fair team, led by Karen Parr and Sarah Wylie and supported by the 

wonderful community of volunteers, we made a record profit of $32,000. This was an incredible effort and 

a fair record! Thanks so much to everyone who helped out on the day or turned up and put their hands in 
their pockets to support any of the great stalls or activities. It truly was a very special day.  

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

We are looking to run a Scholastic Book Fair next year. As part of this, Scholastic would 
donate 50 books to our school library. We are after some parents to organise this event; 

probably around the end of term one. If you are interested, please get in touch with Megan at 
homeandschoolsecretary@houghton.school.nz. 
 

======================================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff and Classes for 2020: 
 

Junior Team Middle Team Senior Team 

Jos Abernethy - Room 8 Year 1/NE Lauren Peatfield - Room 1 Year 3/4 Fiona Crossett - Room 4 Year 5/6 

Nicola Halloran - Room 7 Year 1  
                          (Term 2) 

Lucy Bould - Room 2 Year 3/4 Lauren Sims - Room 10 Year 5/6 

Ashleigh Kulwant - Room 6 Year 1/2 Stephanie Bosch - Room 3 Year 3/4 
(Team Leader) 

Miriam Gaynor - Room 9 Year 5/6  
(Acting Deputy Principal) 

Morgan Jones - Room 5 Year 2 
(Acting Team Leader) 

  

 

 

2020 Term Dates 
Term 1  Friday 7 February - Thursday 9 April 
Term 2  Tuesday 28 April - Friday 3 July 
Term 3  Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September 
Term 4  Monday 12 October - Friday 18 December 
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Term 4 events 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 9 
9

th
 Dec – 13

th
 Dec 

 2pm Performance 
Assembly  

School Reports go 
Home 

3pm Cup of Coffee 
and meet new 

teachers 

2pm Farewell 
Assembly for Staff 

================== 
5:30pm Year 6 

Leavers Assembly 
followed by   

Home & School Picnic 
@ approx 6:15pm 

 

Week 10 
16

th
 Dec – 18

th
 Dec 

 Whole School  
Fun Day 

Last day of School 
Finishing at 12:30pm 

 

Term 1 2020 - First Day back for the term 1 - Friday 7
th

 Feb 2020 @ 9am 

 
You can also checkout the “School Calendar” on our website: https://houghton.school.nz/calendar/ 

City Mission - Donations 

We have got a box here at school which you can donate to. If you want to help someone this Christmas you can by: 

 
 

Houghton Valley School  Ph: 939-3318 
www.houghton.school.nz 

Principal Email:   principal@houghton.school.nz 

HVS Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/  
School Office Email:  admin@houghton.school.nz 

Kelly Club After School Care  www.kellyclub.co.nz  
Cell 022 010 9981 email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz 

Ezlunch.co.nz   • Thursdays • Sushi  • Fridays  • Pita  Pit 

go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order. 
 

Bee Healthy Dental Clinic  •  0800 825 583 For updates check www.houghton.school.nz 
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