Houghton Valley School
Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together
Ka Manaaki, Ka Rapu, Ka Whakamanawa tahi ai tātou

Newsletter
th

Wednesday, 11 November 2020

HVS Reminders
 Fri 13 Nov – School Hui/Assembly 9:15am
Karaka, Pohutukawa and Nikau
th

 Mon 16 Nov – BOT Meeting 7pm
th

 Tues 17 Nov – Interzone Athletics (pp 19 Nov)
th

th

 Thurs 3 Dec – Home & School Meeting 7:30pm
rd

Week 5 of Term 4

 Wed 9 Dec – BOT Voting Closes 4pm
th

Kia ora te whanau,
I am writing this newsletter from Auckland. I am at the Māori Principal’s Conference Te Akatea, for the first time. I already know it won’t be the last. We have had some
amazing korero and hui over the past 3 days and I am looking forward to sharing with
the kaiako on my return.
There have been a lot of takeaways from hui but one I think we all need to keep in
mind as we get closer to Christmas is to look after ourselves.

HVS Fair - Ka Rawe!
On behalf of the tamariki and kaiako we would like to thank everyone who played a part in making our
fair the success it was!
The feel of the day was one of excitement and whanautanga. It was awesome to have present, past and
future whānau supporting the day and the weather was perfect. The kindness and goodness was
noticed and felt by all. This really shows our school vision come to life - Ka Manaaki, Ka Rapu, Ka
Whakamanawa tahi ai tātou - Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together.
Lastly, I wanted to thank and acknowledge Sarah Wylie for her outstanding organisation which ensured
everything went smoothly. She put in a lot of time and effort for which we will always be grateful.

Athletics
Since our last newsletter we have had our school athletics and Southern Zones. I want to thank Lauren
Peatfield for her fantastic organisation of both events. We took a huge team to SZ last week and we
have 18 students going to the InterZones on the 17 November.
Well done to all of our tamariki! Outstanding results on the sports field and also in the stand for
supporting one another with true sportspersonship.

Fundraising for Camp
The Year5 and 6s are currently fundraising for their end of year camp at Palm Grove. They have
been selling large jars of Fix and Fogg Peanut butters. Flavours available are Crunchy (750g) or
Everything Butter (500g). The jars are $11.50 each and are cash-only purchases.
If you are interested in purchasing any, the senior students will be running a stand outside the
office before and after school for the next week. We have limited stock and they will be sold on a first
come first served basis.
Ngā manaakitanga, Luana Carroll

A big welcome in Ngaio class to:




 Akaash Kalsy  Eliud Bhalla
Sophie Weir  Leonardo Speak-Lopez Barrera
Also  Elliot Matheson in Rata
and  Zac Matheson in Ti Kouka

Maddie Chao

Houghton valley school
School board of trustees election
There are 3 candidates for 2 places on the board.
The candidates are:
- Georgie Ferrari
- Vanessa Smith
- Kelly Williams
Voting papers have been issued to all eligible voters’ home addresses this week.
How to vote:
1) Choose up to two candidates. Candidates’ statements are below.
2) Seal the voting paper in the return envelope.
3) Deliver to the box in the school office, available during school hours.
VOTING CLOSES AT 4PM ON WEDNESDAY THE 9TH OF DECEMBER.
Signed, Returning Officer, Felicity Morris

School dental clinic
The school dental clinic will be onsite as of Monday 16th November for a couple of weeks.

Fun times at the HVS Fair

HVS Home and school association
Community, Connection, Contribution

Come along to our last meeting of the year to celebrate, connect and talk about how we
spend our fundraising money
One of our Home and School goals is making a contribution to the school environment. Some of this
contribution comes through our fundraising. 80% of this goes directly to the Board of Trustees, while we
retain 20% for the school community to decide how it is spent.
Save the date for our next Home and School meeting on Thursday 3rd December at 7.30pm. We will
discuss ideas for how we could be spending the 20%. Come along with your ideas, or just to hear the
ideas of others. We will also celebrate the end of year and get to know each other.

Last ever run of the T-shirts
Tomorrow everyone will be sent an email with a digital order form for the Houghton Valley
School
T-shirts generously designed by a former school parent, Aaron McKirdy. This will be the final time any of
Aaron’s HVS T-shirt designs will be available, along with a tea towel ($12 each).
Orders will need to be in by Friday 20 November.

Fair Thanks
A final word of thanks and congratulations to everyone who contributed to the success of our wonderful
school fair. We fundraised approx $32,000 which was well beyond expectations for this year! It would
be fantastic to see as many of you as possible at the final H&S meeting so we can discuss how to spend
the hard earned funds next year.
If you have any feedback on the fair, please don't hesitate to flick me an email. Thanks,
Sarah Wylie hvsfair@gmail.com

Supply of HVS Plastic cups - to come
Thanks heaps to everyone for help making our Fair a low waste event. We’re really pleased we can
improve on this even more next year thanks to a grant from our wonderful Council through the WCC
Waste Minimisation Fund, to pay for a supply of eusable plastic cups (you may have seen their cups at
Womad).
We’ve placed our order and look forward to the cups arriving later in December, branded with HVS logo!
We’ll keep them at school for school events and can lend them to other local events to help reduce their
waste to landfill. Big thanks also to Home & School for topping up the funds to secure this order.
Anna/Flic/Sarah/Ronja

HVS sports
Southern Zone Athletics Team
A huge well done for a great effort and fantastic day!

Interzone Athletics Team meeting Tuesday 17th November (pp 19th Nov)
Good luck to all participating at Interzone on Tuesday

Southern Zone Long Jump

Motu Kairangi Winter Netball
HVS entered two teams in the Motu Kairangi winter netball league, the Sapphires and the Diamonds.
Although one term's play was lost to the lockdown, a condensed season saw both teams performing
very well: competing, learning new skills, enjoying themselves and being good sports on the court. It
was just a shame to have no spectators courtside (due to Covid restrictions).

The Sapphires (Andi, Anna, Matilda, Rewa, Xanthe and Zoe) qualified for the B grade, a great feat as the
team included some players new to the game. When the team was on song they moved the ball
brilliantly, with lightning quick passing and great goal scoring. They ended the season in third place, and
actually ended up as the highest scoring team in their grade! They were a pleasure to coach- always
eager to learn, energetic, and supportive of their team-mates. We also really appreciated the willingness
of the Diamonds team (Sylvie, Maddi and Ahaana) to fill in when we had players absent. A big thank you
to Ian Cox for umpiring and for Denise's skills as the HVS netball coordinator, we couldn't do it without
her continued support. Michelle

HVS Diamonds (Maddi, Sylvie, Ahaana, Flora, Isobel, Madeleine) had a fabulous season, despite alert
levels not allowing spectators. Each week the girls all turned up with smiles on their faces, raring to go.
And each week they put into practice what they learnt in their trainings, rewarding them with great
through-court
play,
great
circle
work,
great
defence
and
great
shooting.
The best part, as co-coach, was seeing the girls grow and develop their game while having a great time
with their mates. The team culture grew throughout the season, becoming a very tight, cohesive and
supportive unit. That resulted in them finishing the season unbeaten! Thanks to co-coach and umpire
extraordinaire Ciandra, our parents/supporters, and to the Sapphires for allowing us to borrow players
when short. Good luck to the year 6 girls heading to intermediate next year! Deb

2021 Term Dates
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Thursday 4 February - Friday 16 April
Monday 3 May - Friday 9 July
Monday 26 July - Friday 1 October
Monday 18 October - Thursday 16 December

Term 4 Events
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Week 5

School Hui
9:15am
Karaka,
Pohutukawa &
Nikau

9-13 November

Week 6
16-20 November

Dental Clinic
On-Site for
2 weeks
===========
BOT Meeting 7pm

Week 7

School Hui
9:10am

23-27 November
Week 8

Performance
Assembly
1:50pm

30-4 December
Week 9
7-11 December
Week 10
14-18 December

Friday

Reports to go
Home
=============
BOT Meeting 7pm

Year 5/6
School CAMP

Year 5/6 School
CAMP

Year 5/6 School
CAMP

Fun Day at
School

Year 6 Leavers
Evening Assembly
6pm
Leavers Year 1-5
9am

Last day of the
Year.
We will finish at
12:30pm

Community noticeS

Bike-a-Palooza is NZ's most rad kids cycling event. One big party on the
tracks! Heaps of prizes!
Wanuiomata Trails, 15th Nov 2020 Ages 3-13 4 great courses for all
abilities! Sign up quickly, we only have room for 200 kids! More info
at word.org.nz
BOOK HERE: https://bookwhen.com/wordtermprogrammes/e/ev-saf220201115080000

BIGAIR GYMSPORTS OWHIRO BAY WGTN
Is your child wanting to learn how to handstand, cartwheel or flip? Do
you want them to feel strong and confident, and learn in a safe and
encouraging environment? Come to Bigair! Our experienced coaches run
classes such as Gymnastics, Tumbling, Trampolining,
Parkour and Cheerleading! Our classes support children of all skill levels
to learn and develop new skills and abilities, improving their fitness and co-ordination, and boosting self-esteem!
BOOK NOW for TERM 4! Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay: 04 3838779 or wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz

Houghton Valley School Ph: 939-3318
Website: www.houghton.school.nz
Principal Email: principal@houghton.school.nz

HVS Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/
School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz

Healthline or COVID-19 Info - 0800 611 116
Bee Healthy Dental Clinic

•

0800 825 583

Ezlunch.co.nz • Thursdays • Sushi • Fridays • Pita Pit
go online www.ezlunch.co.nz before 9am to order.

Kelly Club After School Care - www.kellyclub.co.nz
Cell 022 010 9981 email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz

