Houghton Valley School
Newsletter

Caring, Exploring and Inspiring Together
Ka Manaaki, Ka Rapu, Ka Whakamanawa tahi ai tātou
Thursday, 31st March 2022

Week 9 of Term 1 2022

HVS Reminders
 Swimming –Last Day – Thurs 7th April
 Last Day of Term 1 – Thursday
14th April 2022 (then Easter)
 First Day Term 2 – Mon 2nd May 2022
 Teacher Only Day–Tuesday 7th June 22

RED LEVEL

Kia ora Whānau,

COVID CHANGES - 5 April
In response to the COVID requirement changes at the Red Setting we are only going to make only one
change at school this term. We have all worked so hard, we want to make it to the holidays with a full team
and everyone as healthy as possible. With only 10 days of school to go, we want to also provide some
certainty for our tamariki.
We are excited to allow whānau back into the courtyard for drop off and pick up. You can now walk your
child into school to their classroom door (for junior’s external outside doors) but not inside the classroom
or main hallway yet. For some of our children they have never experienced this so it will be new.
We will not have staff at the gate from Tuesday 5th April 22. We ask if you need to see Denise that you use
her external window. Our children have been using the ‘magic window’ and it works well.
For some tamariki this might need a conversation or two to provide clarity and reassurance with the change.
We know changes can cause anxious feelings so we are here to help. Please reach out if you have any
questions or concerns.

COVID UPDATE



If your child has any symptoms, we ask that you keep them at home until they are well and that
you contact school to let us know if you have tested positive or are a household contact principal@houghton.school.nz or admin@houghton.school.nz

Friday School Zui
For our whānau at home please join us at our School Zui Friday at 9.15am.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84180059794?pwd=TlkvWlE3elRLRS9SUmw0MHhHc0FkUT09
Meeting ID: 841 8005 9794
Passcode: 482723

Houghton Valley School Out of Zone Enrolment for
Term 2 & Term 3, 2022 Applications Open
The Houghton Valley School Board of Trustees invites applications from parents of children who will become
eligible for enrolment during the period Monday 2 May 2022 to Friday 30 September 2022. Enrolment at the school
is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school office. Students who live in the
home zone are entitled to enrol at the school and do not need to apply. The enrolment of out of zone students is
governed by the provision of the Education Act 1989. The Board has determined that 5 out of zone places are
available in Year 1.
Applications must be made on the form available from the Houghton Valley School office,
Tel: 04 939 3318 or email admin@houghton.school.nz
Applications from out of zone students will be processed in the following order of priority:
● priority will be given to any applicant who is the sibling of a current student of the school.
● priority will then be given to any student who is the sibling of a former student of the school.
● priority will then be given to any applicant who is a child of a former student of the school.
● priority will then be given to any applicant who is either a child of an employee of the school or a child of a
member of the board of the school.
● priority will then be given to all other applicants. If the number of out of zone applicants exceeds the number of
places available, students will be selected by ballot. If a ballot for out of zone places is required, it will be held
under supervision on Monday 4 April 2022.
Parents/whānau will be informed as to the outcome of the ballot immediately following the ballot
being held. The deadline for receipt of applications for out of zone enrolment within this period is 12 noon, Friday 1
April 2022.
Applications are to be emailed to: admin@houghton.school.nz

Nga manaakitanga
Luana Carroll,
Tumuaki,
Houghton Valley School

A big welcome in harakeke class to:



Stella Jaquiery

Swimming reminder– last day for this term
is Thursday 7th april 2022

Exploring and Inspiring at School
Kowhai have moved onto a
new favourite game to play.
We have been working on
perfecting our soccer skills and
working as a team to finish off
our day.

During our Pause Breathe
Smile session we have looked
at different forms of happiness.
We have been looking at what
happiness we have had during
the day and if it was long or
short term happiness. This
could be a conversation point
at home.
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Kowhai

At the red light our tamariki can’t
get outside before school but that
isn’t stopping us connecting with
our mates in the class. We have
been playing cooperative games
and cooperative building. Look at
this amazing tower being built.
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Karaka

For art we have been exploring
one point perspective - making
our lines go to one point to show
us looking up at the sky: check out
our super cool city skylines!

Karaka have been exploring
our roots - our whakapapa - by
learning about our whānau:
we’ve enjoyed sharing our
photos with each other and
talking about our families.
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Harakeke

Amazing Maze
Movie Makers
The tamariki were creators at
The tamariki have decided to
Learning Through Play. Esai
make a movie about
started to construct a maze.
mindfulness. They would like
Other tamariki asked if they could
to show new children who
come and join him. Daisy made a
come to our class, how they
sign for the maze. Hector made a can practise mindfulness with
playground inside the maze.
us. The tamariki wrote scripts
Quinn helped Esai make the
so they knew what to say
maze bigger. Eventually, the
when they were filmed. We
whole carpet was overtaken by
are currently putting the movie
the amazing maze.
together. The movie will be
released soon.

Joining Numbers
We are learning about
addition. Some of the tamariki
are learning to join two sets
together. They have been
using a tens frame to help
them see the two sets. You
can see Emily and Carly
counting all the counters to
find out how many counters
there are altogether.

Ti Kouka
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Counting with Ti Kouka

The Fantastic ‘oo’ sound

Ti Kouka has been focussing on
building our counting knowledge
and then use it to count groups.
Wow! Cormack, used his
knowledge of counting in 2’s. He
told us that it's a really fast way
of doing it.

In our reading we have been
using our eagle eyes to look
carefully at the sounds in
words. We loved the ‘oo’
sound. So we decided to
include words in our writing
that had ‘oo’ in them. We
loved the words zoom, swoop
and boo hoo!

Lily is learning to count on from
the largest number. Lily thinks
this is helping her when adding
two groups together.

Let's Go on a Nature Walk

After a long journey our Ruru
have come home to roost. We
added a background for our
Ruru’s. We experimented with
crayon and dye. Making sure
not to mix the different
coloured dyes together.
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Rata

8

Ngaio

In Ngaio we’ve been celebrating Some of us used games to Our creative students made
another 100 Tohu Day by create numbers in different ramps for cars and score pads
dressing up, creating and sharing ways.
for landing the jumps!
stories together.

In Rata, we have been focusing
on strengthening our Te Whare
Tapa Wha - this is a hauora/
well-being model about balance
across our four walls (Spiritual,
Whanau, Emotional/Mental and
Physical health) This week we
have thought of one thing that we
have done for each of our four
walls. We had a lot of fun
creating a whare out of
newspaper.

In reading we have been
learning about nonfiction text
features and learning to use
diagrams to support our
reading.

Our mathematics focus has
been addition and subtraction
this term. We show each other
different ways that we can
work out a problem and show
our thinking.

10

Rimu

In Rimu, we have been enjoying
playing tākaro to learn new
te reo kupu.

Movin’ march 2022
Movin’March Congratulations
Congratulations to all the Movin’March students and families! We’ve been seeing so many people on
their journeys to and from school. Tino Rawe! You are all looking fit and healthy! It’s our final day
today, 31 March! But keep up the great effort to enjoy the fresh air and keep planet Earth healthy by
reducing our carbon footprints!
Bring your passports to Jill and remember to include your name and Houghton Valley School to go in the WOW
passport competition. Jill will be sending all passports off to the Movin’March team (remember they don’t have to
be complete – even passports with one trip count!). All passports go in the draw to win one of 12 x $400 MYRIDE
vouchers.

Whānau Photo Competition
Whānau Photo Competition Post a pic and comment of your journey under our weekly theme and be in to WIN 1 of
5 x adult or child Micro Scooters! We’re also giving away TEN Family Passes to Staglands Wildlife Reserve or Zealandia.
Winners will be announced on the Movin’March Facebook - by 8th April.

school app – SPOTLIGHT
We will be using the school app to communicate with you and your family including
Newsletter, messages, reports and SPOTLIGHT comments about your child’s progress.
If you are unable to access the School APP please email Denise
admin@houghton.school.nz and I can send you a new link to access your child’s
information.

Eggs for sale - $8 a dozen – CLICK and Collect
HVS school EGGS for SALE will be for sale. Please contact our chicken farmer Lauren Sims
laurens@houghton.school.nz if you would like to order our school eggs.
When your order is available your child will bring the eggs home and then if you
could pay online HVS BOT account: Houghton Valley School Board of Trustees ASB 12-34810045763-00 with the reference EGGS. Cost is $8 a dozen eggs. Thanks Lauren

Kelly club holiday programme
KELLY CLUB ISLAND BAY APRIL 2022 HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity
to do things they enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment. The programme is
packed with activities to entertain and inspire children. We have some exciting days planned:

"Eggstravaganza Day", "Kelly Club Top Chef Day", "Anzac Day", "Giant Ball Day",
"Kelly Club Survivor" Plus trips to: The Wellington Museum and Ice Skating!
Kelly Club Island Bay Activity Planner
To enrol www.kellyclub.co.nz email islandbay@kellyclub.co.nz or call 022 198 6316

Community news
At Bigair Gym, the classes are structured and follow a badge programme. This quality coaching & structure creates motivated
and focussed learning, which allows children to focus on goals, gain feedback, reflect, and apply this to achieve through the
levels! This type of training develops confidence, resilience and a positive attitude towards personal challenges and new learning.
Parents keep telling us that Bigair Gym Classes are having a positive influence on their children, and they are benefiting from
learning these lifelong skills outside of the gym. So, don’t miss out on this for your children! Book online for Term 2 classes from
the 4th April into GYMNASTICS, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING (Parkour with flips), TRAMPOLINING & CHEERLEADING!
Big AIR Gym Bookings are OPEN NOW online for Bigair Gyms active, fun & popular upcoming April HOLIDAY PROGRAMME. Half
day & full day sessions: 8.30am-1pm or 1-5.30pm = $30, & 8.30am – 5.30pm = $45. We offer BIRTHDAY PARTIES at Bigair too,
so please inquire today.

Houghton Valley School Information
Houghton Valley School Ph: 939-3318
Website: www.houghton.school.nz
Principal Email:
principal@houghton.school.nz

HVS Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/
School Office Email:
admin@houghton.school.nz

Healthline 0800 611 116 OR COVID-19 Info 0800 358 5453
Ezlunch.co.nz • Thursdays • Sushi
Bee Healthy Dental Clinic
• Fridays • Pita Pit
go online
• 0800 825 583
www.ezlunch.co.nz before 8:30am to order.
Kelly Club After School Care - www.kellyclub.co.nz Cell 022 010 9981
email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz

