
Junior Syndicate Newsletter Term 1, 2022

Kia ora Whānau, and welcome to the Junior Syndicate for 2022!

We have thoroughly enjoyed the first weeks back at school and getting to know all the children as

learners. The children have been establishing a class culture in each classroom, and participating in activities to get to

know each other while learning about, and establishing, expectations and daily routines. We have been so proud of the

way students have been bringing themselves to class from the gate at Red Level.

We are looking forward to meeting you all at the whānau evenings this week!

This year, the Junior Syndicate has 3 classes, and we will be starting a 4th class in Term 3 for the New Entrants.

Junior Syndicate Teachers for 2021

Morgan Jones
Room 5 - Harakeke

Kia ora everyone,

This will be my third year teaching at Houghton Valley School! I have taught in Timaru,
London and Plimmerton before coming to Houghton Valley.

I enjoy teaching the younger tamariki and supporting them to grow and flourish into
their best potential. I will be teaching New Entrants in Harakeke this year. I have a lovely
group of students starting with me who are eager to learn. Also, I cannot wait to meet all
the new students coming throughout the year.

I value whānau connection, so please get in touch if you would like to talk about your
child and their learning!

Nicola O’Halloran
Room 6 - Ti Kouka

Tēnā Koutou katoa Haewai whānau.

I have taught across the levels at my various schools both here in Aotearoa and in
London. For a number of years now my focus has been at the junior end of the school.

7 years ago, I crossed the seas from Waitohi, Picton and drifted into Houghton Bay where
I was welcomed by all. Over the years I have valued getting to know the whānau and
teaching the wonderful tamariki in our stunning outdoor environment.

I teach in Ti Kouka, a class of Year 1 and 2s. We are all learning about each other and this
has been awesome! I value the importance of getting alongside my learners and their
whānau to support the learning both at home and school.

Jill Holmstead
Room 8 - Ngaio

(Monday-Wednesday)

Kia ora koutou,

My family is from Blenheim but we have all gradually made the move to Wellington over
the years. I have taught in Wellington, Auckland and London before returning to
Wellington.

I live in Newtown and go on lots of walks nearby with my family and Schnauzer Obi. We
love being out in nature, camping, and enjoying the native birds and bush. At home we
have a flourishing garden and I also knit and sew, especially for my family.

I’m excited to be teaching Year 2 students in Ngaio on Mondays through to Wednesdays.
On Thursdays and Fridays I work across the other classes with a focus on Sustainability.
From Term 3, I will be working only in Ngaio. I look forward to meeting you soon.



Miriam Gaynor, Team
Leader, Deputy Principal

Room 8 - Ngaio
(Thursday/Friday)

Kia ora koutou, this is my fourth year at Houghton Valley School, and I am so pleased to
be part of this learning community!

I am a Wellingtonian who has gravitated from Porirua to the beautiful South Coast. I have
a dog named Lulu who comes to school with me as a working dog on Monday-Thursday.

I work at Houghton Valley School in a number of roles, including Deputy Principal,
classroom teacher, Team Leader of the Junior Syndicate, and the coordinator for students
with additional needs (SENCo). I am currently released on Mon-Wed to work with
students and teachers across the school. In Term 3, I will be starting the New Entrant
class in Room 7 - Mahoe.

I look forward to getting to know you!

Reminders

Children need to arrive at school between the times of 8:30am – 8:50am so they have time to settle in and connect with

their teacher before the day begins. We have a strong focus on self-management, and we support students to unpack

their bags, bring in their water bottle and book bag into the classroom, and settle into learning through play. In Term 1,

all children need to have a sun hat at school, as well as sunscreen applied before school.

Please remind your children that they are not to bring any toys to school, even for news items. If your child has
something special to share, you could email a photo.

Learning Through Play

The children are always excited to begin the day with Learning Through Play, and this will continue each day this term.

For those parents new to Learning Through Play, it is a pedagogical approach where play is the valued mode of learning –

where children can explore, experiment, discover, practise learned skills and solve problems in imaginative and playful

ways. If you have any further questions around this please ask your classroom teacher.

Use of our Environment

As part of our class programmes, we are planning to be outdoors and making use of our amazing environment as much

as possible. With the changeable weather, and the fact that our space can get quite muddy after rain, we ask that

students please pack a change of clothes in their bags. We also encourage gumboots and raincoats. This will allow us to

get out there no matter the weather!

What’s Happening This Term?

This term, we have two topics of focus, Ko Wai Au, Who am I? (Weeks 1-4), and Healthy Body, Healthy Mind (Weeks

5-11). These will be explored through Learning Through Play, literacy, mathematics, and woven throughout a range of

other learning areas. The Healthy Body, Healthy Mind unit links to a self-regulation programme the staff have been

trained in called Pause Breathe Smile. We will be sending home more information about this later in the term.

Home Learning

Once reading assessments are updated, reading books will start to be sent home. It is important for the children to be

reading the texts sent home for around 5 -15 minutes, which could be after school or in the morning before school. The

texts will be familiar texts to the students, as the home learning reading is expected to be a positive time to enjoy books

together. Please let us know if you have any questions or would like any guidance with this. We are more than happy to

help.

Swimming

This term we are swimming each Thursday from 9:30-10:30am. We leave HVS on a bus promptly at 9:00am and return at

11:00am. Please ensure your child has swimming togs, a towel, and a pair of goggles with them. The programme is



organised and taught by a fantastic group of instructors from the Kilbirnie Swim School, and lessons are tailored to the

needs of each student. Please be in touch with your child’s teacher with any questions.

If you need to contact us via email, please see the addresses below.

nicola@houghton.school.nz

morgan@houghton.school.nz

jill@houghton.school.nz

miriam@houghton.school.nz

We are looking forward to the term ahead!

Ngā mihi nui,

Miriam, Jill, Nicola and Morgan
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